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   ~6th OOCUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE~
                       5-7 November, 2008

                         Belize City, Belize
      Host: Public Utilities Commission of Belize (PUC)  
“Towards a Common Utility Regulatory Framework in the Caribbean” 

Colleagues,

The Organisation of Caribbean Utility Regulators Inc. (OOCUR) and Host the Public Utilities Commission (www.puc.bz ) of Belize are pleased to invite you to attend and participate in the 6th OOCUR Annual Conference which would be held at the Princess Hotel (www.princessbelize.com) in Belize City, Belize on 5-7 November 2008. 

Every year OOCUR premier event is its Annual Conference and this year the 6th OOCUR Annual Conference is on the theme “Towards a Common Utility Regulatory Framework in the Caribbean”.

Regional and International Utility Experts, Utility Providers, Regulators, Stakeholders and OOCUR Members are among those committed to speak and participate. OOCUR invites you to participate in this the 6th OOCUR Annual Conference. 
Enclosed are the 6th OOCUR Annual Conference documents all of which would assist in planning your participation and could be downloaded and printed from the OOCUR website www.oocur.org . We look forward to seeing you in Belize City.

Yours Sincerely

Rita Persaud-Kong

Secretary General

July 7, 2008

                              OOCUR Inc. (Guyana), Secretariat c/o RIC 1st Floor, Furness House

             Wrightson Road & Independence Square, Port of Spain, Republic of Trinidad & Tobago

                               Telephone: (868) 742-1092, (868) 627-0821. Fax: (868) 624-2027

                  Email: secretariat@oocur.org, persaudkongr@ric.org.tt , Website: www.oocur.org
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                                                             Host: Public Utilities Commission, Belize

                   ~CALL FOR PAPERS~

                              6th OOCUR Annual Conference

                                    5-7 November, 2008

                                      Belize City, Belize

    Theme: “Towards a Common Utility Regulatory Framework in the Caribbean”                                   
              One Page Abstract - Submission Deadline: August 22, 2008

                                  (Include short CV with your abstract) 

OOCUR invite submissions of papers on the theme “Towards a Common Utility Regulatory Framework in the Caribbean” and in particular on the topics listed below: 

Regulatory & Institutional Framework

  •Institutional & Framework Development in Utility Regulation in the Caribbean  

  •Judicial Reviews of Utility Regulation  
  •Utility Regulatory Independence and its Challenges  
  •Challenges to State Owned Monopoly Utility in a Regulatory Environment
  •Challenges to Regulating a Competitive Market  
Telecommunications & ICT

  •Interconnection          

  •Competition 
  •Universal Service          
  •Narrow and Broadband Access 
  •Convergence in Telecommunications 
  •Mobility and Information Technology      
  •Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP)                                    
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Electricity
 •Issues of Unbundling/Deregulation      
 •Fuel Efficiency in Generation    
 •Funding Capital Expenditure    
 •Renewable/Alternative Energy Sources
 •Systems Losses 
 •Funding New Supply Development                                                    
 Water & Wastewater   

  •Private Sector Participation/Water as a Business in the Caribbean
  •Service Levels          
  •Social Considerations 
  •Unaccounted for Water (UFW) Management
  •Watershed Management      
  •Water Metering 
  •Benchmarking/Performance Indicators
Stakeholders Interests
•Stakeholders Participation in the Utility Regulatory Process
•Consumer’s Voice, Advocacy, the Public Counsel and Representation

•Communications in a Utility Regulatory Environment  

•Utility Regulators’ Role in Consumer Education 

Paper Submission Guidelines

Abstract: one page specifying topic, name of presenter and including short CV 

Paper: typed on Microsoft Word, Times New Roman, Font Size 12 and sent by email 
Presentation: Paper presentation time is 20 minutes including optional Power Point

Publication: Papers will appear in OOCUR/CRRC publications

Abstract: Submission Deadline is August 22, 2008

Notification: Abstract Acceptance is August 29, 2008

Paper: Submission Deadline is October 10, 2008 and No Paper–No Podium will apply

Presenters are exempted from payment of Conference Registration fee
Submit Abstract and Paper to: secretariat@oocur.org or Rita2247@yahoo.com  Mailing Address: OOCUR Secretariat c/o RIC, Furness House, Corner Wrightson Road & Independence Square, Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago, Tel. (868) 742-1092, (868) 627-0503 & Fax: (868) 624-2027 or c/o PUC, 164 Church Street Georgetown, Guyana Tel: (592) 227-3293, website: http://www.oocur.org   
                           ~CONFIRMED SPEAKERS~                        

                                     6th OOCUR Annual Conference               

                                 5-7 November, 2008 Belize City, Belize 
      “Towards a Common Utility Regulatory Framework in the Caribbean” 

1. Mr. John Avery, Chairman of the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) of Belize -Welcome
2. Professor Sandford V. Berg, Distinguished Service Professor, University of Florida, PURC on “Benchmarking Water, Electricity and Telecommunications in the Caribbean”
3. Mr. Nigel Hosein, Executive Director of CARILEC, the Caribbean Electric Utilities Service Corporation, an association of Electric Utilities on “CARILEC Position paper on Energy Policy and Regulatory Reform”
4. Mr. David Ehrhardt, President Castalia Strategic Advisors on “Encouraging Efficient Renewable Energy Generation”

5. Mr. Nils Janson, Vice President, Latin America of Castalia Strategic Advisors on “Asset Valuation/Tricky Issues in Regulatory Resets”
6. Mr. David Geddes, Director, Consumer & Public Affairs of the Office of Utilities              Regulation (OUR) Jamaica “Stakeholder Participation- A Key Component in the Utility Regulatory Process” 
7. Mr. Alvan Haynes Executive Director of Belize Water Services Limited (BWS) on “Belize Water Services-the Privatization Experience”
8. Mr. Dean Boyce, Chairman, Executive Committee for Belize Telemedia Limited (BTL)                                  on “Achieving Universal Service…Whatever it takes”
9. Mr. C. Victor Lewis, Director-Electricity, Public Utilities Commission of Belize on “Institutional and Framework Development”
10. Mr. Leroy Almendarez, Economist/Tariff Analyst of the Public Utilities Commission of Belize on “The Economic Impact of Regulation in Belize.” 
11. Mr. John Caesar, Commissioner, Public Utilities Commission (PUC) Guyana & Senior Lecturer, University of Guyana on “ Guyana’s Jagdeo Climate Change Initiative: The Implications for Utilities in Guyana”  
12. Ms. Rita Persaud-Kong, Attorney–at-Law & Secretary General of OOCUR, “Towards Harmonized Telecommunications Legislation in the Caribbean”
Please See OOCUR Website by August 25, 2008 for Draft Programme.                            
Deadline for submission of Abstract in response to Call for Papers is 22 August 2008. 
             [image: image5.png]


         [image: image6.jpg]


                                        

                                                                              Host: Public Utilities Commission, Belize
                         ~BELIZE INFORMATION~
Belize is bounded on the North by Mexico, South and West by Guatemala, and the Caribbean Sea on its 174 mile coastline to the East. It measures 8,866 sq. miles including 266 sq. miles of islands and it is only two hours away from 3 major U.S. Gateways.
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An Adventurer's Paradise, Belize has a diversity of activity opportunities unmatched by any other country and the Government has protected over 40% of the country as parks and natural reserves. 
Belize offers an intriguing mix of tropical forests rich with wildlife, majestic 3,675 feet mountains, mysterious Maya temples and Archaeological sites, diving and fishing experiences beyond compare. In a single day you can go from tropical forest to the longest barrier reef in the Western Hemisphere. Two of the most popular of the Maya temples and Archaeological sites are Xunantunich and Altun Ha. 
The Altun Ha is the closest to Belize City, a half day tour. It was here that archeologists discovered the largest carved jade piece in the Maya World, the beautiful jade head of Kinich Ahua, the Maya Sun God. Famous since its discovery, the head appears on the Belize currency and has become a national symbol.
The Ancient Maya City of Xunantunich is a full-day trip from Belize City. The site is composed of six majestic plazas surrounded by more than twenty-five temples and palaces. The most prominent structure, located at the south end of the site, is the pyramid "El Castillo" (The Castle) which rises 130 feet above the plaza. 

The Cayes (pronounced keys), the offshore islands, and the barrier reef are one of the main tourist attractions to Belize. The barrier reef is 185 miles long and the Cayes are islands that are located between the mainland and the barrier reef. The Cayes are easily accessible by sea plane and ferry. 

Subtropical Climate with a brisk prevailing wind from the Caribbean Sea; Belize has an annual mean temperature of 79 degrees Fahrenheit and the humidity is nicely tempered by Sea breezes.  Variations in weather features emphasize the interesting difference in elevation, geology, plant and animal life. A summer high temperature usually never exceeds 96 degrees Fahrenheit and winter lows are seldom below 60 degrees Fahrenheit even at night. 

Belize City located on the coast in the Belize District is the commercial center and the largest city in the country. Corozal, Orange Walk, Belize District, Stann Creek, Cayo, Toledo and Belmopan, comprise the six districts of the country. Belmopan is the Capital and is located towards the center of country. 

Cultural Diversity and Harmony characterize Belize. The approximately 260,000 people in Belize consist of Creole, Garifuna, Mestizo, Spanish, Maya, English, Mennonite, Lebanese, Chinese, and East Indian. Due to racial harmony and religious tolerance, all of these different elements have mixed and blended successfully and Belize has gained a widespread reputation for its friendly peoples. 

Language spoken is English followed closely by Creole and Spanish is becoming more widely spoken. The Garifuna, Mayas and Mennonites speak their own language.

Currency is the Belize dollar and the US dollar is widely accepted with a fixed exchange rate of 2Bz$ = 1US$. Credit cards are widely accepted in Belize City and on the Cayes.  

Electricity System is the same as the US: 110V/220V, 60Hz with 2 pin plugs.

Departure Tax/Fees paid at the airport upon leaving Belize are US$32.50.
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                                                                 Host: Public Utilities Commission of Belize

VENUE AND HOTEL INFORMATION
The 6th OOCUR Annual Conference would be held at the:

 Princess Hotel 

 Newtown Barracks,
 Kings Park, Belize City, Belize

 Email: reservations@princessbelize.com

 Website: www.princessbelize.com
Special Package accommodation rates have been arranged for Conference delegates at the Princess Hotel as follows:
Room Type                                                                                   Nightly Rates  

Package for single occupancy                 
                              US$ 118.50

Package for double occupancy                                                   US$ 144.50

The daily rate is inclusive of all taxes and service charge, daily buffet breakfast, morning and afternoon coffee break and buffet lunch are included in the above rate.

CLOSING DATE FOR HOTEL RESERVATIONS FOR THE ABOVE PACKAGE RATES IS OCTOBER 15, 2008.

Transportation: At a cost of US$ 8.00 (one way) (this cost is NOT included in the nightly hotel rates above) the Princess Hotel would provide Transportation to and from the Airport but you must indicate your request for transportation on the Hotel Reservation Form.

When making your reservation please indicate that you are attending the OOCUR Conference to ensure that you get the above rates.

The attached Hotel Reservation Form must be filled out and sent to:

Email: reservations@princessbelize.com  AND to

Email: pucsecretary@btl.net  or

Fax:    501 223 6825

Attention: Ms. Anne Wade

Email: info@puc.bz 
Telephone: 501 223 4938
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                                                                  Princess Hotel & Casino

Name                                         Title                 FIRST NAME              MIDDLE NAME       LAST NAME
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                                              ARRIVAL  DATE               DEPARTURE  DATE           No. OF NIGHTS           No. OF PAX
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CONTACT INFORMATION       PHONE                   FAX                               EMAIL
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                                                 ADDRESS 1                    ADDRESS 2                                       CITY
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                                             STATE                                   ZIP                                           COUNTRY
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GUARANTEE

CREDIT CARD TYPE          [image: image27.png]
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  SPECIAL REQUEST/PREFERENCES/ARRIVAL.DEPARTURE DATES[image: image32.png]



For reservations email -   sales@princessbelize.com or salesmanager@princessbelize.com 

Contact person:  Mrs. Sandy Rosales    Tel: 501-223-2670 ext.710

OOCUR Rates 

Single Occupancy US$118.50 tax inclusive 

Double Occupancy US$144.50 tax inclusive

Package includes

Room

Buffet Breakfast 

Morning & afternoon Coffee Break

Luxury Lunch Buffet

CANCELLATION POLICY
RESERVATIONS MUST BE CANCELLED 10 DAYS PRIOR TO YOUR ARRIVAL DATE FOR FULL REFUND LESS A 10% CANCELLATION FEE.  A 50% REFUND FOR CANCELLATION UP TO 72 HOURS PRIOR TO ARRIVAL. NO REFUNDS WILL BE MADE FOR CANCELLATIONS UNDER 72 HOURS PRIOR TO ARRIVAL DATE. NO REFUND FOR NO-SHOWS, EARLY DEPARTURES, LATE ARRIVALS, UNUSED PORTIONS OF MEALS AND ACTIVITIES, ACT OF GOD OR CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND THE CONTROL OF THE PRINCESS HOTEL AND CASSINO. 
	                                      [image: image33.png]


                                                                                                              
                                            ~REGISTRATION FORM~
                                                   6thOOCUR Annual Conference  

                                                Belize City, Belize  5-7 November, 2008                                                           
        “Towards a Common Utility Regulatory Framework in the Caribbean”                                                                                                                                                                                
Participant /Presenter/Sponsor (Print in Capital Letters, will appear as stated in badges etc.)  



	Mr./Mrs./Ms:      

                             First Name                                                     Middle Name                                        Last Name

	Organization: 



	Position/Title:

	Mailing Address


	Postal Code                                                                    City/State



	Country: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​                                                                       Tel:

	Fax:                                                                                E-mail:


	Registration Fee:  US$300.00 (Presenters are exempted from payment of Registration Fees)
(Presenters and Participants are responsible for Hotel charges).
Method of Payment: by cash or certified cheque on the day of Registration, November 5-7, 2008
Please do not send cash payment by mail. OOCUR will not accept liability for any kind of money loss.
Form must be Completed and Sent by October 15, 2008. 

Please fax/email completed OOCR Registration Form to:

Fax: + (501) 223 6825,    Tel: + (501) 223 4938             Public Utilities Commission,      

            Email: pucsecretary@btl.net                                         41 Gabourel Lane, B.O. Box 300, 

            Attention: Ms. Anne Wade                                             Belize City, BELIZE.
            Email: info@puc.bz
AND Email to secretariat@oocur.org  
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