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P R E S S  R E L E A S E 

The Public Utilities Commission (PUC) hereby notifies the general public that the PUC and Belize Electricity Limited (BEL) have jointly developed an "approved practice" for the connection of electricity supply to all buildings including residential homes.  The improper installation of electricity supply to any premise can be dangerous, and has the potential to inflict serious harm, including loss of life.  

Every building, including your home, that is to be connected to an electricity supply from BEL, must have a “Fitness-For-Turn-On Certificate” from a Licensed Wireman, Technician or Engineer.  For your convenience, a list of licensed persons is available from the offices of the PUC.

The PUC recognizes that there are many premises that were connected prior to the implementation of the "approved practice" for connection of electricity supply that may not be of the required standards.  The PUC intends to work with BEL, owners of the premises, and other relevant agencies to rectify these situations as we all strive to improve the safety of the electricity supply.  

However, of immediate and urgent concern is the very dangerous and unsafe practice being currently employed in numerous areas, namely illegal and unsafe house-to-house connections.  In this regard, the PUC advises all persons who are involved in illegal and unsafe house-to-house connections to immediately disconnect and remove all such connections.  There may be some hardship involved, but we value your safety and our responsibility.

Furthermore, the PUC and BEL will in early August implement a program to disconnect any BEL customer where it can be verified that the customer is supplying electricity to another building that has not been approved for connection to electricity supply.  With your help we will continue to strive to improve upon the safety of the electricity supply in Belize.  (Ends)

For further information, members of the media may contact:

Mr. Herman Charlesworth

Director

Monitoring and Compliance

Public Utilities Commission

Tel.:  222-4938
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