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P R E S S  R E L E A S E 

PUC Appoints Independent Expert in BEL ARP

The Public Utilities Commission (PUC) has appointed an Independent Expert effective today, May 22, 2007, in the ongoing Annual Review Proceedings (ARP) for Belize Electricity Ltd.  He is Dr. Paul Michael Sotkiewicz from the Public Utility Research Center, (PURC) University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, U.S.A. 

Dr. Sotkiewicz is an expert in Regulatory Economics, Energy Economics, and Environmental Economics.  He holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Minnesota, and is presently Director of Energy Studies at PURC. 
The appointment of Dr. Sotkiewicz is in conformity with the Electricity (Tariffs, Charges and Quality of Service Standards) Byelaws, 2005 (S.I. 145 of 2005) Section 32 (1) which stipulates that the PUC shall appoint an Independent Expert, where the licensee or an interested party objects in writing to the Initial Decision.  The PUC received written objections from Belize Electricity Ltd.  and the Government of Belize.  

Dr. Sotkiewicz will review the regulated values, mean electricity rate, tariffs, rates, charges and fees as contained in the PUC Initial Decision issued on May 2, 2007.  He is expected to deliver his report to the PUC in twenty days.(ENDS)
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