P R E S S  R E L E A S E

PUC Hosts OOCUR Workshop
The Public Utilities Commission (PUC) hosted the second annual workshop of the Organization of Caribbean Utility Regulators (OOCUR), on Tuesday, 22nd March, on the theme “Utility Regulatory Institutional Development and Capacity Building”.  The workshop and an Executive Council Meeting of OOCUR which preceded it on March 21 were held at the Radisson Fort George Hotel in Belize City.  

The workshop was officially opened by the Minister of Energy and Communications, Hon. Vildo Marin who deputized for Prime Minister Said Musa and the Chairman of OOCUR, Mr. J. Paul Morgan of the Office of Utilities Regulation in Jamaica.
Presenters at the workshop shared the experiences of utility regulators in Guyana, Belize and the Bahamas.  A paper on utility regulatory governance was presented by OOCUR Secretary General, Mrs. Rita Persaud-Kong and the results of a study conducted on regional roaming charges commissioned by OOCUR were also shared by Mr. Franklyn Brown of the Bahamas.  Participants included industry representatives from Belize and the PUC, as well as representatives of utility regulators from Jamaica, the Bahamas, Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados and Guyana.

OOCUR is a non-profit organization established by Agreement dated 26th June 2002 in Ocho Rios, Jamaica by utility regulators of Barbados, Jamaica, Bahamas, Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago.  Belize became a member of the organization in 2004.  

The purpose and objectives of OOCUR are to assist in the improvement of utility regulation, to foster transparent and stable utility regulation through autonomous and independent regulators in member countries, to undertake research, training and development, to facilitate understanding of regulation issues and sharing of information and experience.(ENDS)
