P R E S S  R E L E A S E  

PUC Delivers Final Decision in BWS ARP

On 30 March 2005, the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) delivered its Final Decision of the Annual Review Proceeding (ARP) with the Belize Water Services (BWS).

The Final Decision adopts the Initial Decision made by the PUC on 8 March 2005.  The PUC delivered its Final Decision in accordance with Section 32 of the Water and Sewerage (Tariffs) Byelaws, No. 67 of 2002, having not received any objection from the licensee, BWS, or any qualified interested party.

The Public will recall that on December 20, 2004, BWS applied to the PUC for an ARP based on their claims of the occurrences of the two “exceptional circumstances”, namely:

1. the tariff reclassification of some 4500 customers from sewer to water only rates based on the Full Tariff Review Proceeding (FTRP) Final Decision.

2. the increased cost from the unforeseen need for additional chemical treatment required at the Double Run Water Treatment Plant to ensure compliance with standards.

The Public will also recall that in its “Initial Decision” the PUC:

1. determined that the application by BWS to increase tariffs to cover the cost for additional chemicals at the Double Run Water Treatment Plant has no merit and  disapproved the proposal and;

2. approved an adjustment to the Tariff Basket to correct the loss in revenue to BWS resulting from the reclassification of customers from sewer to water only rates as a result of the Final Decision of the FTRP of April 19, 2004.  The Tariff Basket adjustment will allow BWS to achieve the Revenue Levels approved by the PUC in the FTRP Final Decision.  Customers in San Pedro will not be affected by the revised Tariff Basket.  Also, customers countrywide who consume less than 1000 gallons per month will not be affected.  All other customers will see an increase of $0.50 per each 1000 gallons consumed.

  The effective date for the Revised Tariff Structure is 1 April 2005. (ENDS)

