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No. 16 of 2002
I assent,

(SIR COLVILLE N. YOUNG)
Governor-General

13th August, 2002.

AN ACT to better regulate, restructure and develop the
telecommunications sector in Belize; and to provide
for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

(Gazetted 17th August, 2002.)

BE IT ENACTED, by and with the advice and consent
of the House of Representatives and the Senate of
Belize and by the authority of the same, as follows:-

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS, the Government of Belize has indicated that it
intends to liberalise the telecommunication sector;

AND WHEREAS, it is appropriate for the Public Utilities
Commission to be instituted as the regulator of the sector as
it moves into a competitive environment, in order to better
monitor and regulate the providers of telecommunications
services;

AND WHEREAS, in order to achieve these goals, it is
necessary to repeal the existing Telecommunications Actand
enact a new Act;

NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby provided as follows:
PARTI
PRELIMINARY
1. (1) This Act may be cited as the

BELIZE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT, 2002.

CAP. 229.

Short title
and
commencement.
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Interpretation.

CAP. 223.

(2) This Act shall take effect on the date to be
appointed by the Minister by order published in the Gazette
and different dates may be appointed for different parts of the
Act or for different provisions of the same part.

2. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires:-

"authorised officer" means a qualified person designated by
the PUC for the purposes of this Act;

"PUC" means the Public Utilities Commission established by
the Public Utilities Commission Act;

"broadcasting" means any form of unidirectional
telecommunications, whether encrypted or not, for reception
by the general public or a part of it, and includes:-

(a) anyprogramcapableofbeingreceived,orreceived
and displayed, as visual images, whether moving
orstill;

(b) any sound program for reception;

(c) anyprogrambeingacombination ofboth visual
image (whether moving or still) and sound for
reception or reception and display;

and "broadcast" shall be construed accordingly;
"charging principles" means the principles that may be prescribed
for use in determining the prices to be charged from or by

alicensee under an interconnection agreement;

"dominant operator" has the meaning assigned to it by section
42(3) of this Act";

"facility" means -
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(a) any part of the infrastructure of a
telecommunication network; or

(b) anyline, cable, radio, equipment, antenna,
tower, mast, tunnel, pit, pole or other structure
orthingused, or intended foruse, in connection
with atelecommunication network;

"intercept" means intercept by listening to or recording, by any
means, amessage passing over atelecommunication network
without the knowledge of the person originating, sending or
transmitting the message;

"interconnection" means the linking up of two or more
telecommunication networks so that users of either network
may communicate with users of, or utilise services provided
by means of, the other network or any other telecommunication
network;

"interconnection agreement" means an agreement made in
accordance with section 22 between two or more licensees
which sets out the terms and conditions:

(a) forinterconnectionbetween the facilities in
the telecommunication networks of two or
more licensees; or

(b) uponwhichalicensee obtains interconnection
to telecommunication services supplied by
another licensee;

"licence" means a licence issued or held pursuant to this Act;

"licensee" means the holder of a licence;

"member" means a member of the PUC and includes the
Chairman;
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"message" includes any communication whether in the form of
speech, or other sound, data, text, visual image, signal or code,
or in any other form or combination of forms;

"Minister" means the Minister to whom responsibility for the
subject of telecommunications is assigned;

"network licensee" means a person who holds a licence to
operate a telecommunication network;

"numbering plan" means a written instrument that specifies the
numbers that are for use in connection with the supply of
telecommunications services in Belize;

"number portability" is a feature that will permit customers to
retain their telephone address and the address of any other
telecommunication devices, regardless of which service provider
they subscribe to or where they might relocate within fixed

line exchanges;

"officer" means a person appointed as such by the PUC
pursuant to this Act;

"private operator" means a person who is the holder ofalicence
to operate telecommunication services, without interconnecting
with a public telecommunications service provider, for the
purposes of satisfying his own internal telecommunications

needs;

"public operator" means a licensee who operates a public
telecommunication network, including a public mobile

telecommunication network;

"public telecommunication network" means a network over or
through which a telecommunication service is offered to the
public;

"public mobile telecommunication network" means a public
telecommunication network -

(a) inwhichtheservice canbeusedby aperson
while moving continuously between places;

and
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(b) inwhichthe customerequipmentused for the
serviceisnotin physical contact with any part
ofthe telecommunication network through
which the service is supplied;

"radio apparatus" means any apparatus or installation intended
for the purpose of effecting radiocommunication, whether by
transmission or reception, or both, but excludes any ordinary
broadcasttelevision and radio receiver;

"radiocommunication" means any transmission, emission, or
reception of signs, signals, writings, sounds or intelligence of
any nature, ofa frequency less than 3000 gigahertz, propagated
in space without artificial guide;

"resale" means an activity whereby a person obtains a service
ata discount or wholesale price and then resells that service
to his own customers at a profit;

"rate" has the meaning given to it in section 2 of the Public
Utilities Commission Act;

"frequency spectrum" means the continuous range of
electromagnetic wave frequencies used for telecommunications;

"tariff" means a document indicating the rate of any fee or
charge which a public operator intends to claim for a
telecommunication service which it supplies;

"telecommunication" means the transmission, emission or
reception of signs, signals, writings, images and sounds or
intelligence of any nature by wire, radio, optical or other
electromagnetic systems;

"telecommunication installation" or "installation" means a line
or any equipment, apparatus, structure, tower, antenna, tunnel,
manhole, pit or hole used, or intended to be used, in connection
with atelecommunication service;

CAP 223.
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"telecommunication message' means -

(a) a material record of a communication or
information sent or delivered to a licensee for
transmission or transmitted through
telecommunication installations established by the
licensee to provide telecommunication services;
or

(b) amaterial recordissued byalicenseeasarecord
ofacommunication or information transmitted
over such telecommunication installations;

"telecommunication network" means a system, or a series of
systems, operating within such boundaries as may be prescribed,
for the transmission or reception of messages by means of
guided orunguided electromagnetic energy or both, to supply
telecommunication services between places within Belize or
between places within Belize and places outside Belize;

"telecommunication service" -

(a) meansaservice for carrying amessage by means
of guided orunguided electromagnetic energy or
both oravalue-added service using similar means;

(b) subject to paragraph (c), includes
radiocommunication;

(c) doesnotinclude broadcasting;

"universal service" means a telecommunication service
determined by the PUC as being a service to be provided by
the licensee to an area, to areas, or sector not served or
adequately served by the telecommunication service;

"universal service obligation" means any contribution payable
by a licensee in respect of a universal service;
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"value-added services" means -
(a) the manipulation of the format, content, code,
protocol, or otheraspect of information transmitted
viatelecommunications by a subscriber;
(b) the provision of information to a subscriber,
including the restructuring of information
transmitted by a subscriber; or
(c¢) theoffering of stored information for interaction
by a subscriber.
3. Theprimary object ofthis Act whenread togetherwith ~ Objects of
the Public Utilities Act, is to provide for the regulationand ¢ A< .

control of telecommunications matters in the public interest,
and for that purpose to -

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

(e)

promote reliable and affordable
telecommunication services of high quality
accessible to Belizeans in both urban and rural
areas in all regions of Belize;

foster increased reliance on market forces for the
provision of telecommunications services and to
ensure thatregulation, where required, is efficient
and effective;

promote the provision of telecommunication
services that meet all the economic and social
requirements of users, including disabled persons;

encourage investment and innovation in the
telecommunications sector;

ensure and promote fair pricing and the use of
cost-based pricing methods by providers in Belize;
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Application
to the
government.

Saving of
government
rights.

Regulatory
Agency of
the
telecommunica-
tions sector.

(f) ensure compliance with accepted technical
standards in the provision and development of
telecommunication services;

(g) promote stability of the telecommunications
sector;

(h) protecttheinterests oftelecommunications users,
service providers and consumers;

(i) preservenational security interests;

() ensure the efficient use of the radio frequency
spectrum;

(k) ensure the safety of the public by maintaining
access to emergency numbers at all times
irrespective of non-payment by the consumer.

4. Save as otherwise expressly provided, this Act does
notbind the Government or apply to any telecommunication
service or installation established or maintained by the
Government or to any apparatus possessed or used by the
Government for the purpose of or in connection with any such
means of telecommunication.

5. Nothinginthis Actshall preventthe Government from
establishing and maintaining any means oftelecommunication
to the exclusion of all other persons.

PART II

ADMINISTRATION

6. (1) ThePublic Utilities Commission (herein called
"the PUC") shall regulate the telecommunications sector in
accordance with this Act.
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)

The PUC may perform all such acts and do all

such things as are reasonably necessary, ancillary, incidental
or supplementary to the performance of any of its functions
as assigned or transferred to it under this Act or in a manner
which it considers is best calculated to:-

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

(e)

implement the policy of the Government relating
to the telecommunications industry and the
objectives of this Act;

assistin the formulation of national policies with
respect to the promotion, development and
regulation of telecommunications and the
telecommunications industry;

provide economic and technical monitoring of the
telecommunications industry in accordance with
recognized international standard practices,
including the promotion of fair competition and
efficient market conduct within thatindustry, and
ensure appropriate control, inspection and
regulation of the industry;

regulate and establish, for public operators,
performance standards, especially with regard to
quality of service and interconnection standards,
inrelation to the provision of international and
local telephone services and to monitor compliance
with both of those standards;

report, in such manner as it thinks fit, to the
Government or to any other person on any matter
that lies within its functions, such as the
performance of public operators, the quality of
consumer service and consumer satisfaction,
measured against the best available international
standards of practice;
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0]

(2

(h)

()

0

(k)

U

(m)

(n)

oversee the fulfillment by public operators of their
obligations under any enactment, or their
compliance with any direction issued by the PUC
pursuant to this Act;

develop and, where appropriate, revise,
accounting requirements and costing
methodologies for use by public operators in
accordance with internationally established and
accepted accounting and costing principles and
standards of practice;

ensure the safety and quality of every
telecommunication service and, for that purpose,
determine technical standards for
telecommunications network matters;

authorise any qualified person to conduct such
technical tests, evaluations or inspections relating
to telecommunications as it thinks fit;

manage and administer the use of the radio
frequency spectrum, and telephone numbering
scheme;

monitor every interconnection agreement and
assist in the resolution of any dispute relating
thereto;

monitor the use oftelecommunication services on
any ship or aircraft;

control the importation of any equipment for use
and capable of being used to intercept a
telecommunication message;

regulate the conduct of examinations for, and the
issue of, certificates of competency to persons



No. 16]

Belize Telecommunications

163

(0)

(]
(9)

™

(s)

®

(w)

")

(w)

wishing to operate any apparatus used for
purposes of telecommunication;

regulate rates and tariffs for telecommunication
services;

receive and process applications for licences;

investigate and resolve complaints related to
harmful interference, unfair pricing rates, abuses
orviolations of the rights of consumers, damage
to property and concerns as to the health and
safety of Belizeans arising from the use and/or
operation of telecommunications equipment.

manage the Universal Service Fund setup under
section 34;

determine, whether as conditions of licences or
otherwise, the universal service obligations and
levy charges or other requirements in a transparent
and competitive neutral manner to fund or achieve
universal service;

collect all fees prescribed and any other tariffs
levied under this Act or related regulations;

maintain a register of licensees and frequency
holders;

regulate the use ofnew or convergenttechnologies
as they arise;

perform any other functions as are prescribed or
considered necessary for the fulfilment of its
objectives under this Act or any other law.
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7. The PUC may, without limiting its powers -

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

(e)

0]

make and issue administrative orders, rules, by-
laws and regulations necessary for the
implementation of this Act;

make and issue rules, regulations and orders for
the administrative operations of the PUC inrespect
to its powers and functions under this Act;

grant, amend and revoke licences, inaccordance
with the provisions of this Act;

establish and manage technical standards and
procedures to monitor adherence to such
standards;

monitor compliance with the Act, or any order,
regulations, rules and by-laws;

develop and enforce a penalty regime for any
offences under this Act.

8. Nomember or officer of the PUC shall be personally
liable for any damages in respect of any act or omission or
thing done by the member or officer in good faith in the
execution of the duties or exercise of the powers conferred
on the PUC under this Act.

9. (1)
(a)

(b)

Every member or officer of the PUC shall -

maintain, and aid inmaintaining, the confidentiality
of any matter which comes to his knowledge in
the performance or as aresult ofhis duties under
this Act;

notreveal to an unauthorised person any matter
referred to in paragraph (a).
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(2) Anypersonwho contravenes subsection (1) (a),
or without legal cause or reasonable excuse contravenes
subsection (1) () commits an offence and is liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars.
10.(1) ThePUCs shallestablishanaccountoraccounts:  Financial
provisions.
(a) into which any money received by the PUC
pursuant to this Act shall be paid;
(b) outofwhich all payments required to be made
by the PUC pursuant to this Act shall be effected.
(2) The PUC shall derive its income from -
(a) anycharge or fee that may be prescribed pursuant
to this Act or any other law;
(b) any sum appropriated from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund.
(3) The PUC may, inthe discharge ofits functions

under this Act or any other law, charge to the accountreferred
to in subsection (1) all remunerations, allowances, salaries,
fees, and working expenses of its members and officers and
any other charges properly arising.

11. (a)

(b)

(©

The PUC shall develop a plan for the numbering
of all telecommunications services and shall
administer the use of such numbers.

Numbers shall be administered by the PUC to
ensure non-discriminatory usage and to facilitate
competition.

Inmanaging the plan for the allocation of numbers
among the providers, the PUC shall have the

Numbering
Plan.
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Spectrum
Plan.

(d)

(e)

(2)
and licensing the use of the radio frequency spectrum, the PUC
shall comply with the applicable standards and the requirements
ofthe International Telecommunication Union and its Radio
Regulations, as agreed to or adopted by Belize.

power toreallocate and reassign numbers to the
extentrequired for the implementation ofthe plan.

The PUC shall preserve, to the extent feasible,
the assignment of numbers made prior to the
enactment of this Act.

Number portability within existing fixed line
exchanges shall be supported and technical
considerations for number portability shall be
included inthe licences of all suppliers of services.

The PUC shall beresponsible for the administration
ofall telecommunication codes assigned to Belize
by the International Telecommunication Union,
including butnot limited to numbering, call signs,
maritime identification or other codes that may
be assigned from time to time.

12.(1) ThePUCsshallbevested with the control, planning,
administration, managementand licensing ofthe radio frequency
spectrum.

In controlling, planning, administering, managing

(3) The PUC may from time to time prepare a

spectrum allocation plan inrespect of any part of the frequency
spectrum.

(4) A frequency spectrum allocation plan shall -

(a) define how the radio spectrum shall be used;
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(b) aimatensuring thattheradio frequency spectrum
isutilised and managed inan orderly, efficientand
effective manner;

(c) aimatreducingcongestionintheuseoffrequencies
and at protecting frequency users from any
interference or other inability to make use of the
frequencies assigned to them;

(d) avoid obstacles to the introduction of new
technologies and telecommunication services;

(e) aimatproviding opportunities for the introduction
ofthe widestrange oftelecommunication services
and the maximum number of users thereof as is
practically feasible.

(5) In preparing a spectrum plan pursuant to this
section, the PUC shall take into account existing uses of the
radio frequency spectrum and any frequency band plans in
existence or in the course of preparation.

(6) The PUC shall give notice in the Gazette of its
intention to prepare a plan and in such notice invite interested
parties to submit their written representations to the PUC within
such period as may be specified in such notice.

(7) Afterdue consideration of any representations
received pursuant to the notice referred to in subsection (6),
the PUC shall adopt the frequency band plan in question, with
or without amendment, and cause such plan to be published
in the Gazette.

(8) Thefrequency spectrum allocation plan shall be
available to the public at a prescribed fee.

13. The PUC shall ensure that -

Transparency.
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Powers of
the Minister.

(a)

(b)

(©

14.(1)

adequate publicity is given to any terms and
conditions of every licence issued under this Act;

aregister of all licences granted, including any
modifications of licence conditions, are made
available to the public, save and except where
therequirements of public policy or confidentiality
otherwise require non-disclosure;

there is established procedures for requesting
and considering the comments of the public in

the development of new policies and procedures.

The Minister, in exercising his power, shall, in

consultation with the PUC -

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

)

establish overall policies for the
telecommunications sector;

adopt the forms, documents, processes and
subsidiary legislation to be used to achieve the

objects of this Act;

implement the policies and recommendations
proposed by the PUC;

represent the international interests of Belize as
itrelates to matters of telecommunications.

The Minister may by Order published in the

Gazette, delegate all or any of his powers and functions under
this Actto the PUC, subject to any restrictions and limitations
as may be specified in the Order.
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PART III

LICENSING OF
TELECOMMUNICATIONSERVICES

15.(1) Subjecttothe provisions ofthis Act, no person
shall provide any telecommunication service except under and
in accordance with atelecommunication service licence issued
by the PUC to that person under this Part.

(2) Alicenceshall be required in order to enable a
person to -

(a) operateatelecommunication network, whether
aeronautical, terrestrial or maritime fixed, mobile
or satellite based;

(b) providetelecommunication services that offer
real time voice or data services;

(c) operate any system that uses scarce resources
suchastheradio frequency spectrum, numbering
or public rights of way in order to provide
telecommunication or broadcasting service to the
public.

(3) Alicenceshall confer onthelicenseethe privileges
and subject him to the obligations provided in this Act or
specified in the licence.

(4) Apersonwhowishesto land or operate submarine
cables for the purpose of connecting to a telecommunications
network within the territorial waters of Belize shall first obtain
alicence from the Minister in accordance with any regulations
made by the Minister in that behalf under this Act, and the
Minister is hereby authorised to make such regulations.

Licencing
application,
process for a
licence, and
consequences
of
contravening
a licence.

-Fiber Optic
Cable.

CAP. 11.
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-Application (5) Anapplication foralicence shall be made in the

process. prescribed manner and shall be accompanied by such fee, if
any, as may be prescribed; and within fourteen days after the
making of such an application, the applicant shall publish a
notice of the application in the prescribed manner.

(6) The PUC shall license such private and public
telecommunications service providers as market conditions
warrant.

(7) The duration of the licence shall be for such
period not exceeding fifteen years as may be determined by
the PUC and specified in the licence.

(8) ThePUC shall make or establish regulations and
procedures that govern the granting of licences.

Criteria for 16. In granting alicence, the PUC may among otherrelevant
lg.”‘“““g 2 factors, have regard to -
icence.
(a) the public interest and the likelihood of unfair
practices;

(b) anyelementofnational interest, policy or security;

(c¢) thetechnical and electromagnetic compatibility
ofthe application with any other licensed service;

(d) theextentoftechnical feasibility and economic
reasonableness, and the promotion of universal
access throughout Belize; and

(e) anyagreementbetween Belize orthe PUC with
any national or international organisation relating
to telecommunications.
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17.(1) A service provider must not contravene any Licens?;_l,t_
o, . . . . responsipilities
condition of the licence issued under this Act. an;’ other
offences.
(2) No person shall -
(a) aid,abet, counsel or procure a contravention of
subsection (1); or
(b) induce, whether by threats or promises or
otherwise, a contravention of subsection (1); or
(c) beinanyway,directly orindirectly, knowingly
concerned in, or a party to, a contravention of
subsection (1); or
(d) conspire with others to effect a contravention of
subsection (1).
18. The PUC shall, in granting the licence, require thatthe ~ Further

licensee -
(a)
(b)

(©

(d)

19.(1)

pays a licence fee annually to the PUC;

adhere strictly to the assigned frequency bands
issued;

upon request by the Government, collaborate
with the Minister in matters of national security;
and

abide by regulations made pursuant to this Act.

The PUC shall make or establish regulations and

procedures that govern the transfer, revocation and modification

oflicences.

)

Any person who wishes to transfer, renew, modify

or vary the terms of a licencee for the operation of a

conditions
for the grant
of a licence.

Transfer,

revocation or
modification
of a licencee.

-Application
process in
respect of
transfer,
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telecommunications network or service issued subject to section
15 shall make a written application to the PUC in the prescribed
form.

(3) On receipt of an application referred to in
subsection (2), the PUC —

(a) shall give publicnotice ofthe application in two
newspapers and invite any interested person who
wishes to object to the application to do so in
writing within fourteen days;

(b) shallrequiretheapplicantto furnish any additional
information that it considers relevant in respect
ofany installation, apparatus or premises relating
to the application.

(4) Upon receipt of an application referred to in
subsection (2), the PUC shall, and having regard to section
16, determine whether to issue, transfer, renew or vary the
terms of the licence.

(5) Nolicensee may transferorassignorsellalicence
granted to it under this Act or cede control in the operations
ofthe licence or merge with another person or licensee without
the prior written approval of the PUC.

(6) ThePUCmayrefuseacession,sale orassignment
of a licence or a merger or takeover of a licensee when it
determines that the objects of this Act may be frustrated.

(7) Anyagreementbetween licence holders shall be
submitted to the PUC for approval and the PUC may review
any agreements entered into by licensees to ensure compliance
with this Act.

(8) Anylicensee who fails to disclose and submit the
existence of an agreement which is likely to affect competition
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or frustrate the objects of this Act commits an offence and
shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of not less than
twenty thousand dollars but which may extend to a hundred
thousand dollars and the licence shall be forfeited by the PUC.

(9) Wherethe PUC agrees to issue, transfer, renew
or vary the terms of a licence -

(a) itmaydosobyimposingany term or condition
that it thinks fit;

(b) itshall give written notice of its decision, and the
reasons therefor, to any person who has made
representations.

(10) Where the PUC refuses to issue, transfer, renew
or vary the terms of a licence, it shall give written notice of
its decision, and the reasons therefor to the applicant and to
any person who has made representations.

(11) Nolicenceshall beissued or renewed under this
section unless the prospective licensee pays such fee as may
be prescribed by regulations made under this Act, and all such
regulations shall be subject to negative resolution.

(12) The PUC may suspend, vary or revoke, or deny
the renewal of a licence or authorisation where -

(a) the licensee contravenes this Act or any other
law;

(b) thelicensee fails to comply with the terms and
conditions specified in the licence;

(c¢) thelicensee fails to pay the requisite fees for the
licence, its renewal or any other money owed to
the PUC;

PUC's
approval.

-PUC's

refusal;
need for
reasons.
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(d) itisnecessary for reasons of national security or
in the public interest;

(e) the licensee fails to comply with an order, by-
law, notice, direction or any associated regulations
by the PUC;

(f) thesignalsinrespectofthe equipmentissued to
the licensee interferes with the service of another
telecommunications service provider;

(g) the PUC determines the presence of anti-
competitive practices.

(13) Before a licence or authorisation may be
suspended, revoked or notrenewed, the PUC shall give written
notice of’its intention to do so and lay out its purpose for such
action and provide the licensee with an opportunity to -

(a) make representation and support his view;

(b) correct any breach of the terms and conditions
ofthe licence or any interferences caused to other
licence holders.

Special 20.(1) An authorised officer may -

powers of

authorised

officers. (a) require a licensee to produce his licence;

(b) atallreasonable times inspect any installation,
documents, apparatus or premises relating to a
licence.

(2) Where the PUC is satisfied that there are

reasonable grounds to suspect that a person is contravening
this Actor any subsidiary legislation made thereunder, it may
authorise an authorised officer to -
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(a) enterany premises named inthe authorisationand
search those premises or any person found therein;

(b) inspect,remove and take copies of any document
found therein which he considers relevant;

(c¢) inspectandremove any installation or apparatus
found therein which he has reason to suspectis
operating in contravention of this Act or any
subsidiary legislation made thereunder.

PART IV

DUTIES OF PUBLICTELECOMMUNICATION
SERVICE PROVIDERS

21.(1) When required, all licensees shall furnish
telecommunication services upon reasonable request, and all
practices and charges with respect thereto shall be reasonable
and non-discriminatory.

(2) ThePUCmayrequireany licensee, afteraffording
the licensee an opportunity to be heard, to provide adequate
telecommunication facilities to enable the efficient performance
of the licensee’s duties under this Act.

(3) Where required by the PUC, all public
telecommunication service licensees shall -

(a) establish physical connections with other public
telecommunication services providers;

(b) share networking signaling and database with
other licensed providers for the transport and
termination oftelecommunication and information;

Timely
provision of
service.
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Interconnection
agreements.

(c) establish and provide the facilities and
arrangements, including collocation, or provide
access to any of the facilities in respect of
paragraphs (a) and (b);

(d) establishreasonable charges, as approved by the
PUC, forrates of service and division of charges
for the facilities and arrangements referred to in
paragraphs (a) and (b).

22.(1) Publictelecommunication service providers shall
enter into agreements governing the interconnection of their
facilities, sharing of infrastructure, local number facilities, and
other inter-networking and other facilities which the PUC may
deem to be in the public interest, as well as with providers
ofvalueadded services, onreasonable and non-discriminatory
terms.

(2) Copies of such agreements together with a
summary of their principal terms shall be submitted to the PUC
for final approval and such approval shall not be unreasonably
withheld. The PUC shall cause the approved agreements or
a summary thereof to be published in the Gazette.

(3) Wherepublictelecommunicationservice providers
fail to agree on the terms and conditions of interconnection
within a reasonable time (which may be prescribed) one or
both may request that the PUC establish binding tariffs and
the terms and conditions of the interconnection.

(4) Interconnection with providers shall be assured:

(a) atanytechnically feasible pointin the network;

(b) inatimeframe thatisreasonable and as may be
prescribed by the PUC;

(c) onnon-discriminatory and transparent terms;
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(d)

(e)

23.(1)

with fully unbundled components so as to avoid
unnecessary charges;

atnon-traditional interconnection points if the
requestor agrees to pay the cost on
interconnection;

atcharges that are cost-oriented and calculated
using evolving best practices or a costing

methodology prescribed by the PUC.

Any disagreements or disputes over

interconnection charges, terms and practices of public
telecommunication service providers shall be submitted to the
PUC forresolution.

)

Inresolving such disputes or disagreements the

PUC shall be guided by the following principles:

(a)

(b)

(©

24.(1)

the terms and practices for interconnection
arrangements shall not discriminate unjustifiably
between users of interconnection arrangements
and similarly situated users;

charges for interconnection services and facilities
shallreflectthe public telecommunication service
licensee’s costs defined as the incremental cost,
and may include allowance for areasonable return
on capital investment;

differences in charges between different users
may only be justified based on cost differences
directly attributable to providing interconnection
for those users.

Any agreement between a local and foreign public

telecommunication service licensee shall be filed with the PUC
without delay, including accounting rates and settlement
arrangements, agreed upon by the parties.

Submission
of
interconnection
disputes to
PUC.

Submission
of
agreements
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external
interconnections.
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(2) Publictelecommunication service licensees shall
comply with international and bilateral arrangements relating
to or governing such arrangements as well as any rules prescribed
by the PUC concerning such arrangements.

25. Itshall be an offence by a public telecommunication
service licensee to restrict the resale of its services, unless the
licence provides otherwise, and every person who commits
this offence shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine
notexceeding five thousand dollars or imprisonment for a term
notexceeding one year, or to both such fine and imprisonment.

26.(1) ThePUC shallmakeregulations forthe imposition,
implementation, monitoring and enforcement of rates by all
such methods as it may deem appropriate in any case where:-

(a) there is only one service provider operating a
telecommunications network or providing a
telecommunications service, or where one service
provider has adominant position in the relevant
market;

(b) asoleordominantservice provider operating a
telecommunications network or providing a
telecommunications service cross—subsidises
another telecommunications service provided by
such service provider; or

(c) the PUC detects anti-competitive pricing and
acts of unfair competition.

(2) Rates for telecommunications service, except
those regulated by the PUC in accordance with this section,
shall be determined by the principles of supply and demand
in the market.

(3) For any telecommunications service in which
there is competition, the PUC may make regulations to introduce
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a method for regulating the rates of a dominant provider of
such telecommunications service by establishing price caps,
maximum rate-of-return or by such other methods as the PUC
may deem appropriate.

(4) Prices, terms and conditions of service shall be
filed with the PUC and published by the service provider at
such times and in such manner as the PUC shall prescribe and
shall thereafter, subject to this Act and the conditions of any
licence, be the lawful prices, terms and conditions for such
services.

27.(1) Apublictelecommunicationservices licensee shall
submit filing and any required documentation in respect of such
filings in the manner as may be prescribed by the PUC.

(2) Notice ofany such filing shall be published by
the PUC for public information and to allow consumers to
comment on the reasonableness of the tariffs.

(3) A licensed public telecommunication service
provider shall make its tariffs available to the public in such
manner as may be prescribed by the PUC.

28. Everypublic telecommunication service provider shall
keep an accurate record of'its tariffs which shall be filed with
the PUC.

29. Tariff filings shall be accompanied by all accounting
and costing information as the PUC shall require.

30. The PUC may prescribe reasonable accounting
procedures in accordance with international accounting and
costing standards to determine the cost of operations, which
shall be followed and implemented by all public
telecommunication service providers.

Filing.
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Reporting 31. (1)

requirements.

Any person who provides a public

telecommunication service shall file with the PUC his annual

reports within three months ofthe close of his financial year
and any occasional reports that he may issue from time to time.

)

The PUCmayrequireall public telecommunication

service providers, in filing annual and occasional reports, to
include in such reports -

(a)
(b)
(©

(d)
(e)
0

(2

(h)

()

0

- filing of 3)

relevant
information

the amount of capital stock issued;
the amountand privileges of each class of stock;

the amounts paid for each class of stock and the
manner of payment for the same;

the dividends paid;
any surplus capital;

the debts of the company and interest payable
thereon;

the names and addresses of the holders of stock
of one per cent or above;

thenames and addresses of directors and officers;

the earnings and expenses from all sources and
complete statements of the financial operations;

the true cost of offering a particular service based
on accepted cost accounting methodologies as

prescribed by the PUC.

The PUC may require any public

telecommunication service provider to file with the PUC copies

of any contract or agreement entered into with other public
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or private telecommunication service providers or any persons
includingresellers.

(4) Anypersonwho failsto fileany documentrequired
by the PUC under this section shall be guilty of an offence
and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five
thousand dollars.

(5) For the purposes of this section, a person who
submits any of the following information to the PUC may
designateitas confidential:-

(a) information that is a trade secret;

(b) financial, commercial, scientific or technical
information thatis confidential and that is treated
consistently ina confidential manner by the person
who submitted it; or

(c) information the disclosure of which could
reasonably be expected:

(i) toresultinthe material financial loss or gain
to any person,

(ii) toprejudice the competitive position ofany
person; or

(iii) toaffectcontractual or other negotiations of
any person.

32.(1) The PUC may, for the purposes of preserving
confidentiality, reasonably deny or restrict access to any
documents or information requested by any person.

(2) Except to the extent that reports and any
documents filed with the PUC under this Act contain confidential
information, such reports and documents shall be open to the

Information
disclosure.
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public and may be made available to members of the public
on payment of a prescribed fee and may be inspected by
interested persons during the normal business hours of the
PUC.

33.(1) The PUC shall develop annual objectives for
services to be provided with the purpose of ensuring that the
public telecommunication service, in particular basic telephone
service, is accessible to the widest number of users.

(2) The PUC shall determine the public
telecommunications services inrespect of which the requirement
ofuniversal service shall apply taking into account the needs
of the public, affordability of the service and advances in
technology.

(3) ThePUCs shalldevelop the regulations and any
conditions for the provision of public telecommunications services
with respect to universal service obligation.

34.(1) ThePUCmayestablishafundintowhichproviders
oftelecommunications services (public and private) shall pay
any fees the PUC may prescribe as universal access development
fees.

(2) ThePUCmayimpose, asacondition of the grant
of alicence, any obligations with regard to the provision of
universal service to the widest users including those with
disabilities or in a specified area or region, to the extent
technically feasible and economically reasonable.

(3) A licensee who, under this Act, is required to
provide universal service shall be entitled to compensation in
relation to the actual costs incurred in meeting that obligation.

35. Every service provider shall -

(a) maintainany installation, apparatus or premises
relating to his licence in such condition as to
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enable himto provide asafe, adequate and efficient
service;

(b) provideaccess thereto to an authorised officer;
(c¢) furnish to the PUC such reports, accounts and
other information relating to his operations as the

PUC may require;

(d) complywithevery term or condition attached to
hislicence;

(e) comply with any written direction given to him
by the PUC inrelation to the exercise ofhis rights

and obligations under a licence;

(f) pay to the PUC such fee or charge as may be
prescribed.

PART V

POWERS AND IMMUNITIES OF SERVICE
PROVIDERS

36.(1) Subjecttotheprovisions ofthis section, a public
telecommunication service provider may, for the purposes of
providing telecommunication services to the public, enter upon
any public property, and construct and maintain thereon or
alter orremove a telecommunication facility, provided in doing
soitdoes notinterfere unduly with the use and enjoyment of
such public property or with the safety and health of the public.

(2) Prior to constructing or installing any
telecommunication facility on public property, a public provider
shall obtainapproval ofthe relevant authority having jurisdiction
for entry, construction or installation of a telecommunication
facility atleast seven clear days prior to such works and such
approval shall not be unreasonably denied.

Access to
and use of
public

property.
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Acquisition
of private
property.

(3) Where approval is denied, or the terms and
conditions of approval are not acceptable to the
telecommunications service provider, or where no authority
is charged with authorising such use, a telecommunication
service provider shall appeal to the Minister whose decision
shall be final.

(4) The Minister shall establish procedures and
guidelines for approval to use public property and may establish
guidelines for the use of public property including existing
conduits, towers and other structures as may be in existence.

(5) Any authority charged with responsibility to
approve the use of public property shall in considering
applications to use public property take into account the
following factors -

(a) theefficientand economicuse of publicresources;

(b) thesecurity of officials and the records located
on such property and operations that take place
on such property;

(c) publicsafety and convenience;

(d) theeconomic,social and aesthetic benefits of the
proposed land use; and

(e) compliance with applicable environmental laws
and policies.

(6) Forthepurposesofthissection, public property
includes aroad, street, road reserve, building, footpath, water
way and land reserved for public purposes.

37.(1) Wheretheacquisition of any private property or
aninterestin any private property by apublic telecommunications
service provider is reasonably required for the purposes of
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providing telecommunication services to the public and no
reasonable alternatives to such acquisition exist, the provider
shall -

(a) providenotice ofthe proposed acquisition to the
owner of the property and other property owners
who reasonably could be expected to be affected
by the proposed acquisition, and seek their written
comments on the proposed acquisition;

(b) obtainthe consent of the property owner to the
acquisition or use of such property.

(2) Inthe absence of such consent or on failure to
agree to terms of purchase, the public telecommunication
service provider may apply to the relevant authority having
jurisdiction over such private property to cause such authority
to undertake the proposed acquisition under applicable
expropriation laws.

(3) Thepublictelecommunication service provider
shall indemnify the relevant authority against all the costs of
acquisition of the property under expropriation laws including
amounts payable to the owner of the property to be acquired.

38.(1) Inengaginginany activity under section 36 of
this Act, a public telecommunications service provider must
take all reasonable steps to ensure that it causes as little
detriment and inconvenience and does as little damage as is
practicable.

(2) Apublictelecommunications service provider
shall, as speedily as possible, complete all works and restore,
atits own cost, any property, street or grounds, including the
removal of any debris, to the satisfaction of the relevant
authority or owner, such satisfaction to be expressed in writing.

Duty of tele-
communications
provider to
mitigate
damage, etc.
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39. Thepublictelecommunications service provider
shallbe liable for any damage resulting fromactivities undertaken
under sections 36 and 37 ofthis Actand shall provide adequate
compensation to the parties affected.

40. The amount of compensation to be determined under
section 39 shall be referred to the PUC and the decision of
the PUC shall be binding on the parties involved.

41. Where trees on private lands overhang or interfere with
any facility or road works, a public service provider shall,
before cutting down, pruning or trimming the trees, obtain the
consent of the owner or the person in possession of the land.

PART VI

MARKET DOMINANCE

42.(1) A dominantoperator shall nottake advantage of
his power in a market for the supply of a telecommunication
service with a view to -

(a) eliminating or substantially damaging another
licensee in the market in which he operates or
in any other market;

(b) preventingthe entry of any other person into that
market or any other market;

(c) deterring any other licensee from engaging in
competitive conductin that or in any other market.

(2) (a) A dominantoperator shall not discriminate
between persons who acquire or make use of a
telecommunications service in the market in which he operates
in relation to -

(i) any fee or charge for the service provided;
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(i)

(iii)

the performance characteristics of the service
provided;

any other term or condition on which the
serviceis provided.

(b) Nothing in paragraph (a) shall prevent a
dominant operator from making areasonable allowance, subject
to the approval by the PUC, for the cost of providing a
telecommunication service where the difference results from-

(V)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

")

(vi)

different quantities in which the service is
supplied;

different transmission capacities needed for
the supply of the service;

different places from or to which the service
is provided;

different periods for which the service is
provided;

different performance characteristics of the
service provided; or

doing an act in good faith to meet a price or
benefit offered by a competitor.

(3) For the purposes of this Act, the PUC may
determinethataservice provider is dominant where, individually
or jointly with others, it enjoys a position of economic strength
affording it the power to behave to an appreciable extent
independently of competitors, customers and ultimately
consumers and, for such determination the PUC shall take into
account the following factors:

(a) therelevant market;
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(b) technology and market trends;
(c) the market share of the provider;
(d) the power of the provider to influence prices;

(e) thedegreeofdifferentiation amongstservicesin
the market;

(f) any other matter that the PUC deems relevant.

(4) Alicensee shall not enter into or give effect to
any agreement, arrangement or understanding which has the
purpose or has, or is likely to have, the effect of significantly
lessening competition in any market for the supply of
telecommunication services or of any productused in connection
with telecommunication services.

(5) Alicensee shall not enter into or give effect to
any agreement, arrangement or understanding with another
licensee which has the purpose or has, or is likely to have,
the effect of fixing, controlling or maintaining the prices for,
or any discount, allowance, credit or rebate for, any
telecommunication service or any productused in connection
with telecommunication services.

(6) Intheinterest of consumers and competition, no
utility service provider in the water or electricity industries shall
be allowed to compete in telecommunications and vice versa.

(7) Noutility service providerinthe water or electricity
industries shall be allowed to have controlling interests in
telecommunications industry and vice versa.

(8) Forthepurposesofsubsection (7) “controlling
interest” is defined as effective ownership of 25 percent of
the company’sissued and outstanding voting shares or having
representation of 25 percent or more on the Board of Directors.
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(9) Where a service provider provides
telecommunications services and, in the opinion ofthe PUC,
an activity of an affiliate is integral to the provision of the service
by the service provider, the PUC may treat some or all of
the earnings of the affiliate from the activity as if they were
earnings of the service provider.

PART VII

CONSUMER PROTECTION

43.(1) Serviceprovidersshallusereasonable endeavours
to ensure that the services provided are reliable, provided with
due care and rendered in accordance with the standards
reasonably expected ofa competent provider of those services
and at a reasonable price.

(2) The PUC may makeindustry codes and standards
prescribing quality standards for the provision of specified
services in relation to all service providers.

(3) The PUC may make regulations relating to the
administration and resolution of customer complaints by service
providers.

44.(1) Everylicensee and hisemployees and agents shall
treat as confidential any telecommunication message or any
information relating to a telecommunication message which
comes to his or their knowledge in the course of his or their
duties.

(2) Anyperson who otherwise than in the course of
his duties as an employee or agent of a licensee, interferes
with, makes use of, or records, the contents or substance
of atelecommunication message commits an offence and shall
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
two years, or to both such fine and imprisonment.
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(3) (a) Nothinginthis Actshall preventa Judge in
Chambers, upon an application, whether ex parte or otherwise,
being made to him by the Director of Public Prosecutions, from
making an order authorising a public operator, or any of its
employees or agent, to intercept, withhold or disclose to the
police, atelecommunications message.

(b) An order under paragraph (a) shall -

(i) notbemadeunlessthe Judgeissatistied
that information relating to the
telecommunication message is material
to any criminal proceedings, whether
pending or contemplated, in Belize;

(ii) remain valid for such period, not
exceeding sixty days, as the Judge may
determine;

(iii) specifytheplace where the interception
or withholding shall take place;

(iv) be made upon application supported
by affidavit.

(4) Anypersonal information ofasubscriber shall be
confidential and shall not be disseminated or used without the
subscriber’s consent or a court order under this Act or any
other law.

(5) The Minister may, after consultation with the
PUC, give to a public operator such directions of a general
character as appear to the Minister to be requisite or expedient
in the interests of national security or relations with the
government of a country or territory outside Belize.

(6) Ifit appears to the Minister to be requisite or
expedientto do so inthe interest of national security or relations
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with the government of a country or territory outside Belize,
he may, after consultation with the PUC, give to a public
operator a direction requiring him (according to the
circumstances of the case) to do, or not to do, a particular
thing specified in the direction.

(7) Apublicoperatorshall give effect to any direction
given to him by the Minister under this section notwithstanding
any other duty imposed on him by or under this Act.

(8) A person shall not disclose or be required by
virtue of any enactment or otherwise to disclose anything done
by virtue of this section if the Minister, after consultation with
the PUC, has notified him that the Minister is of the opinion
that disclosure of that thing is against the interests of national
security or relations with the government of a country or
territory outside Belize, or the commercial interests of some
other persons.

45.(1) Everyserviceprovidershall ensure thatinrelation
to its service, each customer of that service can reasonably
andreliably reach emergency services and directory assistance,
and a service provider cannotimpose a charge for accessing
emergency numbers.

(2) Aservice provider may charge a fee for access
to directory assistance.

46.(1) The PUC may establish or adopt standards in
respect of the technical aspects of telecommunications relating
to the provision of telecommunication services, equipment, or
connectivity to any telecommunication system or network.

(2) Noperson who provides a telecommunication
service or supplies telecommunication equipment shall use or
supply, as the case may be, any telecommunication equipment
which does not comply with technical standards prescribed
by the PUC.

Provision of
emergency
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Equipment
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(3) ThePUC shall approve any telecommunication
equipment by reference to a type approval standard of the
country of manufacture.

(4) ThePUC shall appoint and authorise in writing
any staff member or agent to enter and carry out any inspection
or investigation permitted under this Act.

(5) Theinspector oragentofthe PUC appointed to
carry out any inspection or investigation permitted under this
Act may without notice, subject to subsection (6), enter the
premises and carry out his inspection or investigation and may
seize, remove and detain:-

(a) anythinginrespectofwhichtheinspector oragent
reasonably suspects that an offence has been
committed under this Act; or

(b) anything that appears to the inspector or agent
tobe orto be likely to be, or to contain, evidence
of an offence under this Act.

(6) Where a justice of the peace is satisfied by
information on oath that there are reasonable grounds for
suspecting that there is on any premises used for dwelling
purposes anything that is liable to seizure under subsection (6),
he may issue a warrant to authorise such premises to be entered
and searched, and no premises used for dwelling purposes
shall be entered and searched under this Act except pursuant
to a warrant issued under this subsection.

(7) Anyperson who contravenes the provisions of
this section shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars.

(8) Anyamendments made by the PUC to technical
standards shall be immediately binding on all affected parties
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and shall be incorporated by inference in any previous licences
or authorisations issued by the PUC.

PART VIII

OFFENCES, PENALTIES AND LEGAL
PROVISIONS

47.(1) If a person has engaged, is engaging Or iS  Injunctions.
proposing to engage, in any conduct in contravention of this
Act, the Supreme Court may, on the application of the PUC,
or a member of the public, grant an injunction:

(a) restraining the person from engaging in the
conduct; and

(b) if,inthe Court’s opinionitis desirable to do so,
requiring the person to do an act or thing.

Q) I

(a) aperson hasrefused or failed, or is refusing or
failing, or is proposing to refuse or fail, to do an
act or thing; and

(b) the refusal or failure was, is or would be, a
contravention ofthis Act;

the Supreme Court may grant an injunction requiring
the person to do that act or thing.

(3) [If an application is made to the Court for an
injunction under this section, the Court may, before considering
the application, grantan interim injunction restraining a person
from engaging in conduct of akind referred to in this section.

48. Any person who:- Offences.
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(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

(e)

fails to comply with or acts in contravention of
sections 15(1), 15(2), 15(4), 15(5), 17(1), or
17(2);

commits a material breach of any condition
contained in a licence issued under this Act;

operates a station or uses any equipment in such
amanner as to cause harmful interference to any
telecommunications network or
telecommunications or radiocommunication
service;

obstructs or interferes with the sending,
transmission, delivery or reception of any
communication;

manufactures or sells any system, equipment,
card, plate or other device whatsoever, or
produces, sells, offers for sale or otherwise
provides any accountnumber, mobile identification
number or personal identification number, for the
purpose of fradulent use of or access to any
telecommunications service; or

aids or abets any telecommunications network
or telecommunications, broadcasting or
radiocommunication service to operate contrary
toitslicence;

commits an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction
to a fine not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years, or to both
such fine and imprisonment, and in the case of a continuing
offence, to a further fine of ten thousand dollars for each day
that the offence continues after conviction.
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49. Any person who wilfully obstructs, hinders, molests or
assaults an authorised officer duly engaged in the performance
of any duty or the exercise of any power conferred on him
under this Act commits an offence and is liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year.

50. Any person who knowingly transmits or circulates false
or deceptive distress, safety or identification signals commits
an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding five thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding two years.

51.(1) Any person who by means of any
telecommunications or radiocommunication service sends any
communication thatto his knowledge is false or misleading and
likely to prejudice the efficiency of any life-safety service or
endanger the safety of any person, ship, aircraft, vessel or
vehicle commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction
to a fine not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years, or to both.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), a person is
taken to know that a communication is false or misleading if
he did not take reasonable steps to ensure that it was not false
ormisleading.

52.(1) Anypersonwhomaliciously damages, removes
or destroys any facility, works or other installation of a public
telecommunications network or a public telecommunications
service or of any telecommunications service operated by the
Police Service, the Fire Service, the Prison Service or the
Belize Defence Force commits an offence and is liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty thousand
dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years,
or to both.
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(2) Apersonwhonegligently damages, removes or
destroys any facility, works or other installation described in
subsection (1) commits an offence and is liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding ten thousand dollars.

53. Any person convicted under section 52 shall be liable
forall expenses reasonably incurred in the repairing, restoration
or replacement of any facility, works or other installation
damaged, removed or destroyed by him and the expenses are
recoverable summarily as a civil debt.

54. Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with
any of the provisions of this Act or any regulations made
hereunder commits an offence and, except where the penalty
is specifically provided for such offence, is liable on summary
conviction to a fine notexceeding twenty-five thousand dollars,
and in the case of a continuing offence to a further fine of one
thousand dollars for each day that the offence continues after
conviction.

55.(1) Where the PUC is satisfied that a person who
has been granted a licence under this Act is contravening or
has contravened, and is likely again to contravene, any of the
conditions of his licence the PUC may by Order make such
provision as isrequisite for the purpose of securing compliance
with that condition.

(2) Indeterminingthe extent ofthe Ordertobemade,
the PUC shall consider in particular the extent to which every
person is likely to sustain loss or damage in consequence of
anything which, in contravention of the relevant condition, is
likely to be done, or omitted to be done.

(3) The Order made under subsection (1) above -

(a) shallrequire the telecommunications operator
(according to the circumstances of the case) to
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do, or not to do, such things as are specified in
the Order;

(b) shall take effect at such time, being no earlier
than-

(i) twenty-eight days after notice of such an
Order (stating the relevant conditions of the
licence and the acts or omissions, which in
the opinion of the PUC, constitute or would
constitute the contravention of any of the
provisions of the Act or the conditions of
licence) has been served upon the licensee;
or

(ii) such longer period as may be specified by
or under that Order:

Provided that no such Order shall take effect, if before
the expiry of the period specified in subsection (3) (b) above,
the licensee has remedied the alleged contravention to the
reasonable satisfaction of the PUC:

Provided further thatno such Order shall take effect unless
the PUC has given reasonable consideration to any
representations or objections made to it by or on behalf of
the licensee or any other affected person within the first twenty
days of the period specified in subsection 3(b) above; and

(c) may be revoked at any time by the PUC.
(4) Inthissection,"contravention", inrelation to any
condition ofalicence, includes any failure to comply with that

condition and "contravene" shall be construed accordingly.

(5) Nothinginthissectionshall supersede the authority
of the PUC to suspend or revoke a licence under section 19.
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Regulations.

(6) The power of the PUC to make an order under
this section shall be exercisable by statutory instrument with
legislative effect.

(7) Any person who fails to comply with an order
issued by the PUC under this section shall be guilty of an offence
and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one
hundred thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding three years, or both to such fine and imprisonment.

PART IX

ENFORCEMENT

56.(1) The PUC may make regulations for the better
carrying out of the provisions of this Act and for prescribing
any matter or thing that needs to be prescribed.

(2) Withoutprejudice to the generality of the forgoing,
the PUC may, by regulations, prescribe

(a) procedures forapplying for licences;
(b) the fees payable to the PUC in relation to
applications, licences and the Universal Service

Fund;

(c) theproceduresrelating tothe management ofthe
spectrum;

(d) thecertification of equipment;

(e) matters relating to price regulation and cost
accounting principles employed in setting prices;

(f) mattersrelating to interconnection;

(g) mattersrelating to numbering plans;
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(h) procedures forinvestigating any allegationsrelated
to breach of any term or condition of a licence
or any other violations pertaining to this Act or
any other regulations made pursuant to it.

57.(1) Where an emergency has been declared under
the Belize Constitution in whole or in part in Belize, in which
it is necessary and expedient in the public interest that the
Government should have control over telecommunications, the
Minister may by Order published in the Gazette:-

(a) authorisethe taking of possession and control by
the Government of any telecommunications
equipment, installation, service, apparatus or
station to be used:-

(i) for Governmentservice;

(ii) forsuchordinary service asthe Minister
may determine; or

(b) directorauthorise the control ofthe transmission
and reception of messages in any manner as he
may direct.

(2) The Governmentshall, excluding loss of profit,
compensate reasonably the owner or controller of any
installation, service, apparatus or station, the possession or
control of which was assumed under subsection (1).

(3) Whereanagreementcannotbereached between
the parties concerned with respect to the amount of the
compensation paid, the matter shall be referred to an arbitrator
agreed to by both parties whose decision shall be binding on
all the parties.

(4) Each service provider may, during a period of
emergency in which normal telecommunications installations

Communications
during
emergency.
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are disrupted as aresult of a hurricane, flood, earthquake or
any other disaster, use his service, apparatus or station for
emergency communications and in a manner other than that
specified in his licence or in the regulations governing the
relevant apparatus or station.

(5) Emergency use permitted under this section shall
be discontinued when normal telecommunications facilities are
again available or when such special use or the installation,
service, apparatus or station is terminated by the Minister.

PART X

AMENDMENTS TO THE BROADCASTING
AND TELEVISION ACT

58. Section 2 of the Broadcasting and Television Act is
hereby amended as follows:-

(i) by deleting the definition of the term
"broadcast" and replacingitby the following:-

"broadcasting" means any form of
unidirectional telecommunications, whether
encrypted or not, for reception by the general
public or a part of it, and includes:-

(a) anyprogram capableofbeingreceived,
or received and displayed, as visual
images, whether moving or still;

(b) any sound program for reception;

(c) any program being a combination of
both visual image (whether moving or
still) and sound for reception, or
reception and display;
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(for on air)

(for cable)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

and "broadcast" shall be construed
accordingly;"

by deleting the definition of the term "radio
waves" and replacing it by the following:-

"radio waves" means any electromagnetic
waves of frequencies less than 3000 GHz
propagated in space without artificial guide;

after the definition of the term "Secretary",
insert the following new definition:-

"telecommunications" means the transmission,
emission, or reception of signs, signals,
writings, images and sounds or intelligence of
any nature by wire, radio, optical or any other
electromagnetic system;

delete the definition of the term "television
station" in its entirety and replace the same
by the following:-

"television station" means:-

(a) astation for the transmission by means
ofradiowaves of fixed ormoving images
and associated sound designed for
reception by the general public orapart
ofit;

(b) astation for the transmission by means
ofawired or guided network connecting
atransmitting instrument to anumber
oftelevisionreceivers forreception by
the general public or a part of it;
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CAP. 227.

and includes the studio, transmitting station and technical
equipment used for the purposes of such transmission.

59. Section 12 ofthe Broadcasting and Television Act s
hereby repealed and replaced by the following:-

"12. Alicensee shall, before the commencement ofthe
operation ofaradio or television station and every year
thereafter on the anniversary date of such
commencement, obtain or maintain in force all the
necessary licenses, permits, approvals, and other
consents required under this Act or any other law".

60. Paragraph 1(1) of the Schedule to the Broadcasting
and Television Act is hereby repealed and replaced by the
following;:-

(1) The Board shall consist of eight persons appointed
by the Minister, two of whom shall be the Chief
Executive Officer in the Ministry for the time being
responsible for broadcasting, and arepresentative of
the Public Utilities Commission, and athird representing
the television industry.

PART XI
GENERAL

61.(1) Where there is any inconsistency between the
provisions of this Act and any other law, the provisions of this
Actshall prevail.

62.(1) TheTelecommunications Act, hereinafterreferred
to as the repealed Act, is hereby repealed.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), therepealed Act
shall continue to apply to any licence, permit or permission
granted under that Act until the expiry of the term of such
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licence, permit or permission, save and except that the PUC
shall perform the duties and functions assigned to the Director
of Telecommunications under the repealed Act.
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