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Short title.

Commencement.

Interpretation.

BELIZE:

STATUTORYINSTRUMENT

No. 110 of 2002
____________

REGULATIONS made by the Public Utilities
Commission pursuant to the powers conferred upon it
by section 56 of the Belize Telecommunications Act,
(No. 16 of 2002), and all other powers thereunto it
enabling.

(Gazetted 28th September, 2002.)
____________

PART I

PRELIMINARY

1. TheseRegulationsmay be cited as the

TELECOMMUNICATIONS (LICENSING
CLASSIFICATION,AUTHORISATION,ANDFEE

STRUCTURE)REGULATIONS, 2002

2. TheseRegulationsshallcomeintoforceonthe30day
of September 2002.

3. (1) In theseRegulations, unless the context other-
wise requires,

�Act�means theBelizeTelecommunicationsAct;

�carrier�means in the telecommunicationscontext, a
companythatoffers itsnetworkinfrastructureforhire
toprovide communication services to thepublic;

No. 16 of
2002.



�Privatenetworks�meansanetworkbasedon leased
lines or other facilities which are used to provide
telecommunicationserviceswithinanorganizationor
within a closed user group as a complement or a
substitute to thepublic network;

�Public Switched Telephone Network or PSTN�
means the infrastructure of physical switching and
transmission facilities that is used to provide the
majority of telephone andother telecommunication
services to the public;

�Schedule�means theSchedule to theseRegulations;

�PUC�means thePublicUtilitiesCommissionestab-
lishedunder thePublicUtilitiesCommissionAct.

(2) Aword or phrase not defined in theseRegula-
tionsbut defined in theAct shall have themeaningassigned to
it in theAct.

PART II

LICENCECLASSIFICATION

4. (1) There shall be the following types of licences
issued by the PUC:

(a) anIndividualLicence,

(b) aClass Licence.

(2) An Individual Licence shall be specific to an
individual operator and shall cover the basicPublic Switched
Telephone Network (PSTN) services, mobile and wireless
services, and any service that requires frequency spectrum.

(3) A Class Licence shall be issued where Indi-
vidualLicencesarenot justifiedbut theremaystill beaneed to

CAP. 223.

Class of
licences.
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place certain conditionson theprovisionof the service. Class
Licences shall be issued by thePUCwithin the framework of
general authorisationsmadeby thePUC. ClassLicences shall
apply to services such as data transmission, resale, internet,
value-added services andprivate networks.

(4) GeneralAuthorisations in respect ofClassLi-
cencesmade byOrder of the PUCshall contain conditions to
beapplied toClassLicences includingeligibility requirements
to qualify for and to hold aClass Licence.

(5) IndividualLicences shall be structured so that
they can include theprovisionof telecommunication services
that can also be provided byClass Licences under aGeneral
Authorisation. Class Licences shall not be applicable to
servicesprovidedonly through IndividualLicences.

(6) With respect to the provision of internet ser-
vice, adistinction shall bemadebetweencreatinganetwork to
provide internet services, which will require an Individual
Licence, and using an existing network to provide internet
services,whichwill require aClassLicence.

(7) FrequencyAuthorisationfromthePUCshallbe
required for any service that requires the use of specified
frequencies. Anapplication for such frequencyauthorisation
shall bemade to thePUC in addition to the application for the
provisionof the service in an IndividualLicence.

(8) The issue of licences shall be determined in
accordancewith the classification of service to be provided.

PARTIII

INDIVIDUALLICENCE

5. (1) Anapplicationfora licenceunder thisPart shall
bemade inwriting in such formand in suchmanner, and shall

Application
for a licence.
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containsuch informationandparticularsandshallbeaccompa-
niedbysuchdetailsasmayfromtimeto timebespecifiedbythe
PUC.

(2) Anapplication for a licence under this section
shall be accompaniedby anon-refundable fee as contained in
theSchedule to theseRegulations.

(3) Within fourteendays aftermaking an applica-
tion, theapplicantshallpublishanoticeof theapplicationin two
localnewspaperswithnational circulation.

(4) Uponreceiptof theapplicationforanIndividual
Licence, the PUC shall review the application and notify the
applicantwithin fourteen days of any further information re-
quired to process that application.

(5) BeforegrantinganIndividualLicence, thePUC
shallgivenotice-

(a) stating that it proposes to grant an Individual
Licence;

(b) stating the reasonswhy it proposes togrant the
IndividualLicence;and

(c) specifyingthetime(notbeingless thanfourteen
days fromthedateofpublicationof thenotice)
withinwhichrepresentationsorobjectionswith
respect to the proposed licencemay bemade;

and shall consider any representationsor objections
which are dulymade andnotwithdrawn.

(6) A notice under paragraph (4) above shall be
givenbypublishingsameinsuchmanneras thePUCconsiders
appropriate forbringing it to theattentionofpersons likely tobe
affected by the grant of the licence.

Schedule.
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(7) In decidingwhether to approve an Individual
Licence, thePUCshall take the following into account:

(a) thematters set out in the application;

(b) any submission receivedduring theprocess of
consultation as set out in paragraph (5) above;

(c) criteria for granting a licence as set out in
section 16 of theAct;

(d) other relevantmatters.

(8) ThePUCshallnotify theapplicant inwritingof
its decisionwithinninetydaysof receipt of the application.

(9) Where thePUCdecides to grant an Individual
Licence it shall issue the licence in conformitywith theprovi-
sions of theAct and upon payment of the prescribed fees.

(10) Where anapplication is refused, thePUCshall
notify theapplicant inwritinggiving reasons for its refusal.

(11) Where it is proposed that the number of li-
cences to be granted for the operation of a particular type of
telecommunications network or the provision of a particular
typeof telecommunicationsserviceshouldbe limited, thePUC
shall,

(a) publishaconsultativedocumentcontainingde-
tailed reasons for theproposed limitation;

(b) consider any representationsmade to it in re-
spect of the proposed limitation;

(c) publish a notice in theGazette and two local
newspapershavingnational circulationstating
the
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(i) groundsandperiodduringwhichlicences
will be granted; and

(ii) reasons forproposing to limit thenumber
of licences; and

(d) undertake a periodic reviewof any limitation
imposedon the number of licences granted.

PARTIV

CLASSLICENCE

6. (1) Anapplicationfora licenceunder thisPart shall
bemade inwriting in such formand in suchmanner, and shall
containsuch informationandparticularsandshallbeaccompa-
niedbysuchdetailsasmayfromtimeto timebespecifiedbythe
PUC.

(2) Anapplication for a licence under this section
shall be accompaniedby anon-refundable fee as contained in
theSchedule to theseRegulations.

(3) Within fourteendays aftermaking an applica-
tion, theapplicantshallpublishanoticeof theapplicationin two
localnewspapershavingnationalcirculation.

(4) Upon receipt of an application for a Class
Licence, thePUCshall review theapplicationwithin fourteen
daysandnotifytheapplicantofanyfurther informationrequired
to process such application.

(5) In deciding whether to approve a Class Li-
cence, thePUCshall take the following into account:

(a) thematters set out in the application;

(b) anysubmissions received fromthepublic;

Application
for class
licence.

Schedule.
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(c) criteria for granting a licence as set out in
section 16 of theAct,;

(d) other relevantmatters.

(6) ThePUCshall decidewhether or not to grant a
ClassLicence to the applicantwithin sixty days of the receipt
of the application.

(7) Thegrantof aClassLicencedoesnot authorise
the ownership or operation of any telecommunications net-
work,or theprovisionofany telecommunicationservice,other
than that prescribed in theClassLicence.

PARTV

FREQUENCYAUTHORISATION

7. (1) Anapplicationfora licenceunder thisPart shall
bemade inwriting in such formand in suchmanner, and shall
containsuch informationandparticularsandshallbeaccompa-
niedbysuchdetailsasmayfromtimeto timebespecifiedbythe
PUC.

(2) Anapplication for a licence under this section
shall be accompaniedby anon-refundable fee as contained in
theSchedule to theseRegulations.

(3) Within fourteendays aftermaking an applica-
tion, theapplicantshallpublishanoticeof theapplicationin two
localnewspapershavingnationalcirculation.

(4) Upon receipt of an application for a frequency
authorisation, thePUCshall review the application, notifying
the applicant of any further information required to process
suchapplication.

(5) In deciding whether to approve a frequency
authorisation, thePUCshall take the following into account:

Application
for frequency
authorisation.

Schedule.
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(a) thematters set out in the application;

(b) anysubmissions received fromthepublic;

(c) anyregional,nationalor internationalSpectrum
ManagementPlan; and

(d) anyother relevantmatters.

(6) After review, thePUCshalldecidewhether the
frequencyauthorisationshouldbegrantedandissueitsdecision
inwritingnolater thansixtydaysfromreceiptof theapplication.

(7) Where an application is approved the PUC
shall issue the frequency authorisation on payment of the
prescribed fee. Wherea licence is refused, thePUCshall state
inwriting its reasons for such refusal.

PARTVI

FEESTRUCTURE

8. (1) Anyperson applyingunder theseRegulations
for an Individual Licence, a Class Licence, or a Frequency
Authorisation shall be required to pay the fees as set out in the
Scheduleas follows:

(a) onfilingof theapplication, theApplicationFee;

(b) ongrant of the licence, the Initial Fee;

(c) at the endof the first calendar year, theAnnual
Fee; and

(d) annually, after the first calendar year, theAn-
nual Fee.

Payment of
fees.

Schedule.
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(2) Any fees not covered above which may be
applicable toa licenseeshallbepaidannuallyby the licensee in
accordancewith the fees listed in the Schedule.

9. Where a person applyingunder theAct for a licence
is required tomakeacontribution to theUniversalAccessFund
such person shall pay such contributions as prescribed in
Regulationsmade by the PUCgoverningUniversal Service
Obligations.

PARTVII

GENERALPROVISIONS

10. (1) The PUC shall issue an Individual Licence,
ClassLicence andFrequencyAuthorisation on terms that are
non-discriminatory.

(2) For thepurposeof this regulation,anIndividual
Licence,ClassLicence or FrequencyAuthorisation is issued
onnon-discriminatory terms if:

(a) telecommunicationprovidersofsimilar typesof
telecommunicationsnetworksare treatedsimi-
larly;

(b) the licenceor authorisationdoes not favor any
one telecommunicationsprovider; and

(c) the issuanceof the licenceorauthorisationdoes
not, and is not likely to, adversely affect com-
petition in anymarket.

11. (1) ThePUCmay revokea licence if it determines
that anydeclarationmadeduring theapplicationprocessoron
theapplication form is falseormisleading.

(2) Theholderofalicenceorauthorisationshallnotifythe
PUCinwriting if eitherof the followingoccurs:

Schedule.

Universal
Access Fund.

Licences to be
non-
discriminatory.

Revocation of
licences.

No. 110] Telecommunications (Licensing Classification, Authorisation, and Fee Structure) 9



(a) any of thematters forming part of the licence
application changes in amaterial respect;

(b) the licenseeenters intoanyagreement tomerge
partorallof its telecommunicationsactivities in
Belizewithanyperson.

(3) Where the PUCproposes to vary or revoke or
suspend a licence or authorisation, the PUC shall notify the
licenseeor authorisationholder

(a) of the reasons for theproposedvariation, revo-
cation or suspension; and

(b) specifying a period of not less than thirty days
from thedate of thenoticewithinwhich repre-
sentationwith respect to the proposalmay be
made.

(4) Where the proposal in paragraph (3) above is the
resultofabreachofa term,provisionor limitationof the licence
orauthorisation

(a) thenoticegiven to the licenseeorauthorisation
holder shall state that the proposal will be
withdrawnormodifiedif thebreachisremedied
within the period of thirty days commencing
with the date of the notice; and

(b) the PUC shall within the period of thirty days
following the period referred to in paragraph
(a),confirm,modifyorwithdrawtheproposal.

12. (1) ThePUCshallmaintainaRegister at itsprinci-
palofficecontaining:

(a) each Individual Licence, Class Licence, and
FrequencyAuthorisation;

Register.
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(b) the names and registeredoffice of eachperson
licensed or authorised to operate; and

(c) anyother informationpertinent to licensees.

(2) TheRegister shall beopen topublic inspection
duringnormalworkinghours.

(3) The PUC may make copies of entries in the
Register available to themembers of the public on payment
of anadministrative fee.

MADEbythePublicUtilitiesCommission this26thdayof
September 2002.
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SCHEDULE

FEESTRUCTURE
INDIVIDUALLICENCE

Application
Fees

Licence Fees

FirstYear Annually
(A) (B) (C) (D)

On grant of
licence

At end of
first year

FixedPublic (wireline $10,000 $50,000 less 1.5% of 1.5% of
or wireless) fee in column Gross Gross

(A) Revenues Revenues
less fee in
column (B)

MobileCellular $5,000 $25,000 less 1.5% of 1.5% of
fee in column Gross Gross
(A) Revenues Revenues

less fee in
column (B)

PublicRadioPaging $2,500 $5,000 less fee 1.5% of 1.5% of
in column (A) Gross Gross

Revenues Revenues
less fee in
column (B)

InternetNetworks $5,000 $10,000 less 1.5% of 1.5% of
fee in column Gross Gross
(A) Revenues Revenues

less fee in
column (B)

12 Telecommunications (Licensing Classification, Authorisation, and Fee Structure) [No. 110



FEESTRUCTURE
CLASSLICENCE

Application
Fees

Licence Fees

FirstYear Annually
(A) (B) (C) (D)

On grant of
licence

At end of
first year

Internet Service $2,500 $5,000 less 1.5% of 1.5% of
fee in column Gross Gross
(A) Revenues Revenues

less fee in
column (B)

ValueAddedServices $2,500 $5,000 less 1.5% of 1.5% of
fee in column Gross Gross
(A) Revenues Revenues

less fee in
column (B)

DomesticPrivate $2,500 $5,000 less fee 20,000 less 30,000
Networks excluding 2 in column (A) fee in
meter radio column (B)

DataNetworks $2,500 $5,000 less fee 1.5% of 1.5% of
in column (A) Gross Gross

Revenues Revenues
less fee in
column (B)

Resellers $2,500 $5,000 less fee 1.5% of 1.5% of
in column (A) Gross Gross

Revenues Revenues
less fee in
column (B)

Carrier Services:

Cables Links $5,000 $50,000 less $100,000
(submarine, cross fee in column
border etc.) (A)

No. 110] Telecommunications (Licensing Classification, Authorisation, and Fee Structure) 13



Application
Fees

Licence Fees

FirstYear Annually
(A) (B) (C) (D)

On grant of
licence

At end of
first year

EarthStation $5,000 $50,000 less $100,000
fee in column
(A)

Terrestrial Radio Links $2,500 $25,000 less $50,000
(microwave,HFetc) fee in column

(A)

MaritimeMobile

(i) Fixed Station $100
(ii) Mobile Station $50 (handheld)
(iii) Ship call sign registration $100.00 (for

each year of
registration
period)

(iv) IMMARSAT/Ship $500 per
commissioning/ application
maritime identification

LandMobile(2Meter)

Private & Commercial
Networks

(a) Simplex

(i) 2 frequency $150
(ii) fixed $100
(iii) Mobile hand held $50

(a) Repeater

(i) Private Operation $200
(ii) Commercial Operation $2,000

(b) Radio 1.5% of Gross
Telecommunication Revenues
Service
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Application
Fees

Licence Fees

FirstYear Annually
(A) (B) (C) (D)

On grant of
licence

At end of
first year

Aeronautical Service

(i) Fixed Station $100
(ii) Mobile Station $50 (handheld)
(iii) Aircraft Station $200

Amateur Service

Local/CTU Members

(i) New Licence $20
(ii) Licence Renewal $15

Reciprocity

(i) New Licence $40
(ii) Licence renewal $30
(iii) Temporary Licence $20 (less than

6 months)

Citizen Band Radio

Fixed Station $20
Mobile Station $20

Satellite T.V. for non-
commercial use

(i) Complete System
receive only $150

(ii) Additional Dish $50
(iii) Transmit/Receive $300

Terminal
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FEESTRUCTURE
FREQUENCYAUTHORIZATION

Application
Fees

Licence Fees

FirstYear Annually
(A) (B) (C) (D)

On grant of
licence

At end of
first year

MobileCellular $1,000 $5,000 less $1,000 per $1,000 per
fee in column channel less channel
(A) fee in

column (B)

Paging $1,000 $2,500 less fee $1,000 per $1,000 per
in column (A) channel less channel

fee in
column (B)

Point to Point Links $100 per
channel

HF
VHF
UHF
SHF
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