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BELIZE:

STATUTORY INSTRUMENT

No. 110 of 2002

REGULATIONS made by the Public Utilities
Commission pursuant to the powers conferred upon it
by section 56 of the Belize Telecommunications Act,
(No. 16 of 2002), and all other powers thereunto it

enabling.

(Gazetted 28th September, 2002.)

PART1

PRELIMINARY

1.  TheseRegulations may be cited as the

TELECOMMUNICATIONS (LICENSING
CLASSIFICATION,AUTHORISATION, AND FEE
STRUCTURE) REGULATIONS, 2002

2. TheseRegulations shall come into force on the 30 day
of September 2002.

3. (1) IntheseRegulations,unless the contextother-
wiserequires,

“Act”meansthe Belize Telecommunications Act;
“carrier’’ means in the telecommunications context, a

company that offers its network infrastructure for hire
to provide communication services to the public;

Short title.

Commencement.

Interpretation.

No. 16 of
2002.
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CAP. 223.

Class of
licences.

“Private networks” means anetwork based on leased
lines or other facilities which are used to provide
telecommunication services within an organization or
within a closed user group as a complement or a
substitute to the public network;

“Public Switched Telephone Network or PSTN”
means the infrastructure of physical switching and
transmission facilities that is used to provide the
majority of telephone and other telecommunication
services to the public;

“Schedule” means the Schedule to these Regulations;

“PUC” means the Public Utilities Commission estab-
lished under the Public Utilities Commission Act.

(2) Awordorphrasenotdefined in these Regula-
tions but defined in the Act shall have the meaning assigned to
itinthe Act.

PARTII
LICENCE CLASSIFICATION

4. (1) Thereshallbethe followingtypes of licences
issued by the PUC:

(a) anlIndividual Licence,

(b) aClassLicence.

(2) AnlIndividual Licence shall be specific to an
individual operator and shall cover the basic Public Switched
Telephone Network (PSTN) services, mobile and wireless
services, and any service thatrequires frequency spectrum.

(3) A Class Licence shall be issued where Indi-
vidual Licences are not justified but there may still be aneed to
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place certain conditions on the provision of the service. Class
Licences shall be issued by the PUC within the framework of
general authorisations made by the PUC. Class Licences shall
apply to services such as data transmission, resale, internet,
value-added services and private networks.

(4) General Authorisations inrespect of Class Li-
cences made by Order of the PUC shall contain conditions to
beapplied to Class Licences including eligibility requirements
to qualify for and to hold a Class Licence.

(5) Individual Licences shall be structured so that
they can include the provision of telecommunication services
that can also be provided by Class Licences under a General
Authorisation. Class Licences shall not be applicable to
services provided only through Individual Licences.

(6) Withrespect to the provision of internet ser-
vice, adistinction shall be made between creating anetwork to
provide internet services, which will require an Individual
Licence, and using an existing network to provide internet
services, which will require a Class Licence.

(7) Frequency Authorisation from the PUC shall be
required for any service that requires the use of specified
frequencies. Anapplication for such frequency authorisation
shall be made to the PUC in addition to the application for the
provision of the service in an Individual Licence.

(8) The issue of licences shall be determined in
accordance with the classification of service to be provided.

PARTIIT

INDIVIDUAL LICENCE

5. (1) Anapplicationforalicenceunderthis Partshall  Application
be made in writing in such form and in such manner, andshall ~ for @ licence.
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Schedule.

contain such information and particulars and shall be accompa-
nied by such details as may from time to time be specified by the
PUC.

(2) Anapplication foralicence under this section
shall be accompanied by anon-refundable fee as contained in
the Schedule to these Regulations.

(3) Within fourteen days after making an applica-
tion, the applicant shall publish anotice of the application in two
local newspapers with national circulation.

(4) Uponreceiptoftheapplication foran Individual
Licence, the PUC shall review the application and notify the
applicant within fourteen days of any further information re-
quired to process that application.

(5) Before grantingan Individual Licence, the PUC
shall give notice-

(a) statingthatitproposes to grantan Individual
Licence;

(b) statingthereasons why itproposes to grant the
Individual Licence; and

(c) specifyingthetime (notbeingless than fourteen
days from the date of publication ofthe notice)
within which representations or objections with
respect to the proposed licence may be made;

and shall consider any representations or objections
which are duly made and not withdrawn.

(6) A notice under paragraph (4) above shall be
given by publishing same in such manner as the PUC considers
appropriate for bringing it to the attention of persons likely to be
affected by the grant of the licence.
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(7) Indeciding whether to approve an Individual
Licence, the PUC shall take the following into account:

(a) thematterssetoutintheapplication;

(b) anysubmissionreceived during the process of
consultation as set out in paragraph (5) above;

(c) criteria for granting a licence as set out in
section 16 ofthe Act;

(d) otherrelevant matters.

(8) ThePUC shallnotify the applicant in writing of
its decision within ninety days of receipt of the application.

(9) Wherethe PUC decides to grant an Individual
Licence itshall issue the licence in conformity with the provi-
sions ofthe Actand upon payment of the prescribed fees.

(10) Where an applicationisrefused, the PUC shall
notify the applicant in writing giving reasons for its refusal.

(11) Where it is proposed that the number of li-
cences to be granted for the operation of a particular type of
telecommunications network or the provision of a particular
type of telecommunications service should be limited, the PUC
shall,

(a) publishaconsultative document containing de-
tailed reasons for the proposed limitation;

(b) consideranyrepresentations made toitinre-
spectofthe proposed limitation;

(c) publish anotice in the Gazette and two local
newspapers having national circulation stating
the
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Application
for class
licence.

Schedule.

(i)  groundsandperiod during which licences
will be granted; and

(ii) reasons for proposing to limit the number
oflicences; and

(d) undertake aperiodic review of any limitation
imposed on the number of licences granted.

PARTIV

CLASS LICENCE

6. (1) Anapplicationforalicenceunder this Partshall
be made in writing in such form and in such manner, and shall
contain such information and particulars and shall be accompa-
nied by such details as may from time to time be specified by the
PUC.

(2) Anapplication foralicence under this section
shall be accompanied by anon-refundable fee as contained in
the Schedule to these Regulations.

(3) Within fourteen days after making an applica-
tion, the applicant shall publish anotice of the application in two
local newspapers having national circulation.

(4) Upon receipt of an application for a Class
Licence, the PUC shall review the application within fourteen
days andnotify the applicant of any further information required

to process such application.

(5) In deciding whether to approve a Class Li-
cence, the PUC shall take the following into account:

(a) thematterssetoutintheapplication;

(b) anysubmissionsreceived from the public;
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(c) criteria for granting a licence as set out in
section 16 ofthe Act,;

(d) otherrelevant matters.

(6) ThePUC shall decide whether ornotto granta
Class Licence to the applicant within sixty days of the receipt
ofthe application.

(7) ThegrantofaClass Licence doesnotauthorise
the ownership or operation of any telecommunications net-
work, or the provision of any telecommunication service, other
than that prescribed in the Class Licence.

PARTV

FREQUENCY AUTHORISATION

7. (1) Anapplicationforalicence under this Partshall
be made in writing in such form and in such manner, and shall
contain such information and particulars and shall be accompa-
nied by such details as may from time to time be specified by the
PUC.

(2) Anapplication foralicence under this section
shall be accompanied by anon-refundable fee as contained in
the Schedule to these Regulations.

(3) Within fourteen days after making an applica-
tion, the applicant shall publish anotice of the application in two
local newspapers having national circulation.

(4) Uponreceiptofanapplication for a frequency
authorisation, the PUC shall review the application, notifying
the applicant of any further information required to process
suchapplication.

(5) Indeciding whether to approve a frequency
authorisation, the PUC shall take the following into account:

Application
for frequency
authorisation.

Schedule.
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Payment of
fees.

Schedule.

(a) thematterssetoutintheapplication;
(b) anysubmissionsreceived from the public;

(c) anyregional,national or international Spectrum
Management Plan; and

(d) anyotherrelevant matters.

(6) Afterreview,the PUC shall decide whether the
frequency authorisation should be granted and issue its decision
inwriting no later than sixty days fromreceipt of the application.

(7) Where an application is approved the PUC
shall issue the frequency authorisation on payment of the
prescribed fee. Where alicenceisrefused, the PUC shall state
inwriting its reasons for such refusal.

PART VI

FEE STRUCTURE

8. (1) Anypersonapplyingunderthese Regulations
for an Individual Licence, a Class Licence, or a Frequency
Authorisation shall be required to pay the fees as set out in the
Schedule as follows:

(a) onfilingoftheapplication, the Application Fee;
(b) ongrantofthelicence, the Initial Fee;

(c) attheendofthe first calendar year, the Annual
Fee; and

(d) annually, after the first calendar year, the An-
nual Fee.
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(2) Any fees not covered above which may be
applicabletoalicensee shall be paid annually by the licensee in
accordance with the fees listed in the Schedule.

9.  Whereapersonapplyingunder the Act foralicence
isrequired to make a contribution to the Universal Access Fund
such person shall pay such contributions as prescribed in
Regulations made by the PUC governing Universal Service
Obligations.

PART VII

GENERAL PROVISIONS

10. (1) The PUC shall issue an Individual Licence,
Class Licence and Frequency Authorisation on terms that are
non-discriminatory.

(2) Forthepurposeofthisregulation, an Individual
Licence, Class Licence or Frequency Authorisation is issued
onnon-discriminatory terms if:

(a) telecommunicationprovidersof similartypes of
telecommunications networks are treated simi-
larly;

(b) thelicence or authorisation does not favor any
one telecommunications provider; and

(c¢) theissuanceofthelicence orauthorisationdoes
not, and is not likely to, adversely affect com-
petition in any market.

11. (1) ThePUCmayrevokealicenceifitdetermines
thatany declaration made during the application process or on
the application form s false or misleading.

(2) Theholderofalicence orauthorisation shall notify the
PUC inwriting if either of the following occurs:

Schedule.

Universal
Access Fund.

Licences to be
non-
discriminatory.

Revocation of
licences.
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(a) any ofthe matters forming part ofthe licence
application changes in amaterial respect;

(b) thelicensee enters into any agreement to merge
partorall of its telecommunications activities in
Belize with any person.

(3) Wherethe PUC proposes to vary or revoke or
suspend a licence or authorisation, the PUC shall notify the
licensee or authorisation holder

(a) ofthereasons forthe proposed variation, revo-
cation or suspension; and

(b) specifyingaperiod ofnotlessthan thirty days
from the date of the notice within which repre-
sentation with respect to the proposal may be
made.

(4) Where the proposal in paragraph (3) above is the
resultofabreach ofaterm, provision or limitation ofthe licence
or authorisation

(a) thenotice giventothe licensee or authorisation
holder shall state that the proposal will be
withdrawn or modified ifthe breach is remedied
within the period of thirty days commencing
with the date of the notice; and

(b) the PUC shall within the period of thirty days
following the period referred to in paragraph
(a), confirm, modify or withdraw the proposal.

Register. 12. (1) ThePUC s shallmaintainaRegisteratits princi-
pal office containing:

(a) cachlIndividual Licence, Class Licence, and
Frequency Authorisation;
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(b) thenamesandregistered office of each person
licensed or authorised to operate; and

(c) anyotherinformation pertinentto licensees.

(2) TheRegistershall be opento public inspection
during normal working hours.

(3) The PUC may make copies of entries in the
Registeravailableto the members ofthe public on payment
ofan administrative fee.

MADE by the Public Utilities Commission this 26th day of
September 2002.

Al e\

Chairman
Public Utilities Commission

Printed in Belize by the Government Printer
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SCHEDULE
FEE STRUCTURE
INDIVIDUAL LICENCE
Application Licence Fees
Fees
FirstYear Annually
A) (B) © (D)
On grant of Atend of
licence first year
Fixed Public (wireline $10,000 [$50,000 less 1.5% of 1.5% of
or wireless) feein column Gross Gross
(A) Revenues Revenues
less fee in
column (B)
Mobile Cellular $5,000 ([$25,000 less 1.5% of 1.5% of
feein column Gross Gross
(A) Revenues Revenues
less fee in
column (B)
Public Radio Paging $2,500 [$5,000 less fee | 1.5% of 1.5% of
in column (A) Gross Gross
Revenues Revenues
less fee in
column (B)
Internet Networks $5,000 ($10,000 less 1.5% of 1.5% of
feein column Gross Gross
(A) Revenues Revenues
less fee in
column (B)
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FEESTRUCTURE
CLASSLICENCE
Application Licence Fees
Fees
FirstYear Annually
A) (B) © (D)
On grant of Atend of
licence first year
Internet Service $2,500 ($5,000 less 1.5% of 1.5% of
feein column Gross Gross
(A) Revenues Revenues
less fee in
column (B)
Value Added Services $2,500 ($5,000 less 1.5% of 1.5% of
feein column Gross Gross
(A) Revenues Revenues
less fee in
column (B)
Domestic Private $2,500 ($5,000 less fee [ 20,000 less | 30,000
Networks excluding 2 in column (A) fee in
meter radio column (B)
Data Networks $2,500 ([$5,000 less fee [ 1.5% of 1.5% of
in column (A) Gross Gross
Revenues Revenues
less fee in
column (B)
Resellers $2,500 ($5,000 less fee | 1.5% of 1.5% of
in column (A) Gross Gross
Revenues Revenues
less fee in
column (B)
Carrier Services:
Cables Links $5,000 [$50,000 less $100,000
(submarine, cross feein column
border etc.) (A)
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Application Licence Fees
Fees
FirstYear Annually
A) (B) © D)
Ongrantof | Atendof
licence first year
Earth Station $5,000 [$50,000 less $100,000
feein column
A)
Terrestrial Radio Links| $2,500 |$25,000 less $50,000
(microwave, HF etc) fee in column
A)
Maritime Mobile
(i) Fixed Station $100

(ii) Mobile Station
(iii) Ship call sign registration

$50 (handheld)
$100.00 (for
each year of

registration
period)
(iv) IMMARSAT/Ship $500 per
commissioning/ application
maritime identification
Land Mobile (2 Meter)
Private & Commercial
Networks
(a) Simplex
(i) 2 frequency $150
(ii) fixed $100
(iii) Mobile hand held $50
(a) Repeater
(i) Private Operation $200
(ii) Commercial Operation $2,000
(b) Radio 1.5% of Gross
Telecommunication Revenues

Service
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(ii) Mobile Station
(iii) Aircraft Station

Application Licence Fees
Fees
FirstYear Annually
(A) (B) © D)
Ongrantof | Atendof
licence first year
Aeronautical Service
(i) Fixed Station $100

$50 (handheld)
$200

Amateur Service

Local/CTU Members

Terminal

(i) New Licence $20
(ii) Licence Renewal $15
Reciprocity
(i) New Licence $40
(ii) Licence renewal $30
(iii) Temporary Licence $20 (less than
6 months)
Citizen Band Radio
Fixed Station $20
Mobile Station $20
Satellite T.V. for non-
commercial use
(i) Complete System
receive only $150
(ii) Additional Dish $50
(iii) Transmit/Receive $300
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FEE STRUCTURE

FREQUENCY AUTHORIZATION

SHF

Application Licence Fees
Fees
FirstYear Annually
(A) (B) © (D)
On grant of Atend of
licence first year
Mobile Cellular $1,000 ($5,000 less $1,000 per | $1,000 per
feein column channel less| channel
(A) fee in
column (B)
Paging $1,000 ([$2,500 less fee | $1,000 per | $1,000 per
in column (A) channel less| channel
fee in
column (B)
Point to Point Links $100 per
channel
HF
VHF
UHF




